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Madam President,

Bangladesh delegation most warmly thanks all those who joined in the unanimous adoption of Resolution A/61/L.39/ Rev.1. This testifies to the fact that globally we can be united in fighting against any threat or possible threat to humanity. This is in consonance with the charter of the United Nations. The Charter enjoins on us to cooperate for the betterment of humanity in social, cultural and economic spheres. 
Our united front against Diabetes is an example. We have now joined the cause to fight it. It is a ‘quiet’ cause, for diabetes is a quiet killer!  Statistics demonstrates that 246 million people across the world are now victims. It is emerging as a major public health challenge of the 21st century. Least-developed countries, of which my country is one, do not have the wherewithal to confront this burgeoning menace.  Indeed, unless we are able to alleviate poverty and reduce the incidence of debilitating diseases like diabetes, the achievement of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for most of us will remain a consummation devoutly to be wished.

Bangladesh sees the UN as a tool for change, an instrument to help create a global community where peace and stability may reign, where the ambience is appropriate for development, where the environment is protected and where poverty and disease are drastically reduced.  We will not achieve the changes we seek tomorrow, nor the day after, but, eventually. We must continue to work toward them with dedication, diligence and patience. That is why at the U.N. Bangladesh champions causes, not lost causes, but noble ones, and often, as in this case, quiet ones. 
We fervently believe that this resolution to be a milestone achievement. It is now our shared responsibility to pursue multilateral efforts to raise public awareness on diabetes and related complications. Also to ensure its prevention, treatment and care. We can fail to do so only at the cost of a great peril to the humankind. Let me conclude by wishing you all the very best for the holidays, Eid Mubarak, Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukah! 
