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Mr. Chairman,
Please accept my deep appreciation for your able and committed leadership of the Muslim Ummah, especially at a critical juncture when the Islamic world is encountering persistent negativity and misperception. In particular, I thank you for organizing the OIC Special Summit in Kuala Lumpur in early August to deliberate on, and condemn, the recent Israeli aggression in Lebanon.

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh was among the first countries to express serious concern at the deterioration of the situation in the Middle East in recent days, with Israel once again on the offensive using disproportionate force against the Lebanese and the Palestinian people. The extreme and indiscriminate use of force by Israel has resulted in deaths and injury to innocent civilians, including many women and children. It has also caused extensive damages to properties and infrastructure in Lebanon. 

The Israeli attacks were in gross and deliberate violation of Lebanese sovereignty and contravenes all international norms and principles of the UN Charter. Bangladesh has repeatedly called for respect of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon, which, in our opinion, remains to be a key element in sustaining the peace and stability in the region.

We welcomed the Security Council Resolution 1701, which has provided for ceasefire and for an expanded UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon. In line with our long-standing commitment to international peace and security, Bangladesh expressed her readiness to participate in the expanded UNIFIL. It is, however, an imperative for sustainable peace that the UN is allowed to perform its mandated responsibilities fully and without interference from Israel or others.
Mr. Chairman, 

Bangladesh strongly believes that the occupation of Palestinian land must come to an end and the persecution of the Palestinians people must stop forthright. We call for full implementation of all relevant UN resolutions, particularly Security Council Resolutions 242, 338, 425 and 1397 which envisage Israel’s withdrawal from all occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. 

We are deeply concerned over the on-going construction of the so-called security wall by Israel, which strongly undermines the possibility of a two-state solution. Bangladesh strongly believes that it is important that the international community, in particular the United States, European Union, Russian Federation and the United Nations, respects the will of the Palestinian people. We also hope that all parties involved will embrace a pragmatic and holistic approach to ensure successful implementation of the Road Map for lasting peace in the Middle East. 

Mr. Chairman,

We renew our call for initiatives for a just and comprehensive peace in the region, based on a two-state solution as envisaged in the Security Council resolution 1515. We, therefore, stresses on the urgency of having the peace process back on track in all earnestness. 

We also underscore that the Muslim Ummah should speak in one voice and must remain united to support the cause of the Palestinian people. There is no alternative to unity.

Mr. Chairman,
Bangladesh has always denounced terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. Our position on international terrorism was made clear by the Hon'ble Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at the 3rd OIC Extraordinary Summit, when she stated: 

"Let me state here categorically - a terrorist must be identified as a terrorist only, irrespective of his or her colour, creed or religion. We condemn terrorism as such and in all its forms or manifestations. We urge the OIC to clearly condemn all acts of terrorism in the name of Islam and to take concrete measures in this regard. We must send strong signals to perpetrators of such despicable acts that they will find no shelter in any Muslim country."

As manifestation of our commitment to combat terrorism, we are already a party to twelve of the thirteen UN counter-terrorism conventions and protocols. We are currently in the process of ratifying the remaining one - the ‘International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism’ is being examined actively’. 
Mr. Chairman,

It is extremely important that the international community does not merely remain focussed on acts and outcomes of terrorism. It must also address its root causes, including the political and social injustices perpetrated against many communities worldwide. Bangladesh strongly believes that the international efforts to combat terrorism would be more effective if the motivation of the terrorists, often originating from regional, ethnic, linguistic and religious intolerances, could be addressed not only through the UN systems but also with political commitment of individual States. 

Mr. Chairman,

You would recall that Bangladesh recommended to the General Assembly that a comprehensive approach should be taken toward elimination of terrorism. The approach, we believe, should comprise of three basic aspects: (a) an all encompassing international regime for combating terrorism; (b) cooperation among all States; and (c) diffusion of terrorism through socio-political understanding of the problem. It is also important that we have an internationally agreed upon definition of terrorism, primarily to ensure that counter-terrorism measures are not exploited to suppress the legitimate struggles of self-determination or to propagate prejudices against a particular religion or ethnicity. 

Mr. Chairman,

To achieve these objectives, we propose that OIC member countries work together and play a lead role to convene a UN Conference on Terrorism. Given that the scourge of terrorism affects the OIC members, more so than others, we must make it our common struggle. There is no scope to shy away from this task.
I thank you.
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