INTERVENTION OF H.E. MR. M. MORSHED KHAN, MP,

THE HON'BLE FOREIGN MINISTER OF BANGLADESH AT

THE MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE COMMONWEALTH
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 2006

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh is fully committed to the Commonwealth Fundamental Political Values such as the promotion of democracy, good governance, human rights, gender equality, the rule of law, equal opportunity and freedom of expression enshrined in the Singapore Declaration and the Harare Declaration. We would also like to express our full support to the work of the Commonwealth Secretary General in conflict resolution and commend the job of the secretariat in this regard.

  

Democracy has taken firm roots in Bangladesh. Three consecutive free and fair elections, the most important element of democracy, were held under the Neutral Caretaker Government. This unique constitutional innovation has ensured a peaceful transfer of power in alternating modes. A key element of the last 2001 election was a voter turnout of over 70 percent of the electorate, which is a reflection of the deep commitment of the people of Bangladesh towards democracy and democratic institutions. 

To strengthen the democratic institutions in Bangladesh and ensuring good governance, an anti corruption commission has been established an independent human rights commission is going to be constituted soon, separation of judiciary from the executive is under way and the office of the Tax Ombudsman has been established.

Mr. Chairman,

We in Bangladesh are constitutionally committed to upholding the dignity of individuals and promoting human rights. Bangladesh is a party to all UN Human Rights Conventions. The very preamble of our constitution makes a pledge that it shall be a fundamental aim of the state to practice democratic process in the society in which rule of law, human rights and freedom of speech and the press will be secured for all citizens. We further believe that the development aspect of Human Rights should be also correctly focused upon. As human rights are also about responsibility for providing nutrition, clean drinking water, education proper health care to the suffering millions in order to help them break out of the cycle of abject poverty. 

Bangladesh has already achieved two of the Millennium Development Goals one of which is eliminating gender disparity in the field of primary and secondary education and the other is ensuring access to safe drinking water. In 2004, male-female ratio in primary school reached 50:50, and the in enrolment at secondary level at 53:47.In order to promote the education of the girl child education for girls has been made free up to Twelve Grade. In addition government provides stipends to girl students up to higher secondary level in order to ensure women empowerment and improvement of their socio-economic condition.   

The government is also engaged in meeting the following objectives: mainstreaming gender equity principles in policies, strategies and institutional practices; sensitizing all institutions involved in implementing interventions for promoting gender equality; and protecting women against discrimination and domestic violence.

A quite revolution is underway in Bangladesh in the field of development. This is visible in six key fronts-achieving stable GDP growths of 5 percent or more for the last ten years, raising per capita income, maintaining food security, increasing resilience to meet natural disasters, improving human development index and attaining better social and health outcomes.

We have also achieved substantial progress in six socio-economic development areas, these are achieving stable GDP growth of 5% or more for the last ten years, raising per capita income, maintaining food security, increasing resilience to meet natural disasters, improving human development index and attaining better social and health outcomes. 

However to reach our goals within the specified time frame a conducive external environment has to be ensured. Though we do not want to remain dependent on external assistance, it is essential at this stage of our development. It is also essential to have duty-free and quota free access for our products as well as FDI. In addition, we expect that with regard to ODA, the target of 0.7% of GNP by the developed countries and, in accordance with Brussels Programme of Action for the LDCs, the target of 0.15% to 0.20% of GNP would be achieved by 2015 and 2010 respectively.  In fact it was agreed in Monterrey that substantial increase in official development assistance, in addition to other resources, is required in order to achieve the internationally agreed development goals and objectives, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration by 2015.
Mr. Chairman,

We appreciate the role Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation (CFTC) has been playing in economic and social development with particular emphasis on capacity building. Accordingly Bangladesh has been regularly contributing to the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation (CFTC). Since 2002-03 Financial Year we have been contributing £ 90,000 instead of £ 81,315. Bangladesh notices, however, that there has been a decline in the recent years with regard to the support received by her from CFTC. In 2002-03 Financial Year, Bangladesh received £193,858 under various projects whereas this figure in 2004-2005 was £79,730.  

 

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh while being appreciative of the Commonwealth Secretary-General's proposal for an enhancement in CFTC resources by 6% in real terms for each of the next five years in order to strengthen its functional capacity, expects that the CFTC in turn, will increase its project-based activities in Bangladesh. It is expected that CFTC will undertake projects focusing on expertise building, technical assistance for conducting studies and feasibility reports on key development concerns like power generation, energy sector development and telecommunication.
Mr. Chairman, 

The world is becoming increasingly vulnerable to the risks and challenges posed by natural disasters. We have recently experienced the sheer intensity of destruction of nature in different parts of the world. Last year's devastating Tsunami in South and South East Asia and last October's Earthquake in Pakistan are such vivid examples. We have also witnessed the intensity of floods in Europe including the United Kingdom in recent years. The Hurricane Katrina in the U.S. is a reminder of the necessity for early warning preparedness and risk reduction in case of natural disasters. In these times of increasing global interdependence, disaster risk management is increasingly of global concern as impact in one region can have influence on the other. Though it is the primary responsibility of each state to take effective measures for disaster management, a concerted cooperation among countries in the form of dissemination of knowledge and the development of collaborative network is essential for effective disaster management.

Bangladesh has made considerable advancement in the field of comprehensive disaster management. Our Government is committed to the task of moving the disaster management emphasis in Bangladesh from a relief and response focus to a broader and more encompassing risk management framework with a view to reducing the vulnerability of the people to a manageable and acceptable level. The Ministry of Food and Disaster Management has developed a corporate plan "2005-2009 - a Framework for Action". This plan defines the government vision, mission and objectives as well as goals and priorities for the next five years. It also ensures that strategies are designed to target the goals of national and international agendas including the PRSP and MDGs. This document has recently been acknowledged by the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction as a best practice model for other countries to follow.

Mr. Chairman,

Natural disasters set back the attainment of MDGs by member countries of the Commonwealth by diverting recourses. The need for strengthening natural disaster management has been called for by the Commonwealth Finance Ministers in the Barbados Communiqué. Considering the damaging effect of natural disasters on the economies of the member countries and being a country which has faced the wrath of nature frequently we feel that member countries will be better placed to face the challenges of nature through an effective mechanism of networking among the member countries and also with different regional and international bodies to strengthen disaster management through increased capacity for early warning, disaster preparedness, disaster risk reduction, emergency response management, humanitarian assistance. 

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh with its vast experience in the field of disaster risk management can help the member countries in the following areas: 

· Strategies for integrating risk reduction within development planning.

· Designing comprehensive disaster management programme.

· Strengthening the emergency response and rehabilitation arrangements.

· Providing guidance in the establishment of Community Risk Assessment process by integrating both the traditional and scientific risk assessment methodologies and climate change considerations.

Mr. Chairman,

The fury of nature cannot be entirely harnessed. But our experience has shown that timely pre disaster management reduces the risk of loss of life and property and efficient pre planned post disaster management helps to rejuvenate the effected countries in the shortest possible time frame. 

Let us therefore in the Spirit of Commonwealth, consolidate our efforts in facing this common challenge of nature.

Thank you.
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