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Statement by Muhammad Muhith, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the UN in New York in the Fifth Committee 

on 17 October 2006 on Item 121: Pattern of Conferences 
Mr. Chairman,

My delegation wishes to express its sincere thanks to the Chairperson of the Committee on Conferences Ms. Nonye Udo for presenting the report of the Committee A/61/32. We would like to thank Mr. Chen Jian, USG for General Assembly and Conference Management (DGACM) and Mr. Rajat Saha, Chairman, ACABQ for introducing their respective reports. 

While aligning with the statement made by distinguished representative of South Africa, on behalf of Group of 77 and China, I wish to make the following comments:

My delegation attaches great importance to the item ‘Pattern of Conferences’. We believe that an efficient conference management programme plays a vital role in the intergovernmental processes. My delegation commends the Chairperson of the Committee of Conferences for successfully conducting the Committee’s session using her expertise and wisdom and producing such a quality report. Thanks are also owed to the entire membership of the Committee for their excellent work. We appreciate the fact that, unlike the previous year, the Committee of Conferences has proposed a draft resolution for the approval of the General Assembly. My delegation believes that the draft resolution mirrors the substantive discussions the Member States had in the Committee and also it forms a good basis to facilitate the work of the Fifth Committee. We also trust that the resolution would provide adequate guidance to the DGACM to carry out its mandated responsibilities more efficiently.  
Mr Chairman,

My delegation notes with appreciation that the DGACM has continued to make considerable progress in reform, now in its fifth year, and presently is in a position for embarking on further actions in the context of the comprehensive management reform considered by the intergovernmental bodies. My delegation, while commending the Department for its accomplishments till date, trusts that it would continue to pursue the avenues for further development to meet the requirements of the intergovernmental process.
We are pleased to learn that the project on integrated global management of conference services has made further progress and the implementation of the relevant measures under the project has brought the New York, Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi duty stations closer. In this regard, we are also of the view that the integrated global management is a process than an event which needs to be improved on a continuous basis for better conference servicing operations. 

My delegation took interest, inter alia, in the programme of Computer Assisted Translation (CAT), as agreed by the four duty stations, which may increase the percentage of documents translated with such technology. We appreciate the programme and hope that this will further improve the quality and consistency of products and services. 
As for the responsibility of the DGACM for the overall management of conference servicing resources at the four duty stations, my delegation is looking forward to receiving more information on the DGACM’s reported lack of actual oversight and control over the use of common funds at duty stations other than New York. 

Mr. Chairman, 
Turning to the IT global initiative, we underscore the need to gather, access and share information readily by the duty stations. We appreciate that in accordance with the ACABQ and OIOS’ recommendations, the DGACM has launched this year and IT global initiative. Also, following a study by outside consultants, an IT Governance Board has been established under the ASG for GACM which is comprised of senior managers and IT professionals from all the duty stations, which has perhaps by this time held its first meeting. We would appreciate knowing the outcome of these initiatives and are looking forward to receiving ACABQ’s consideration of the matter as indicated by the Advisory Committee in its report.

Needless to say, Mr. Chairman, timely issuance of documents is one of the most vital elements in smooth and effective running of the inter-governmental process. Although the overall picture during the period under review reflects some improvement in this regard, as reported by the SG, my delegation remains concerned about the perennial problem of late issuance of documents and believes that there are scopes left for improvement. We fully agree with the ACABQ’s view that the timely submission of documents should be included in the proposed programme budget as a performance indicator for author departments.
Mr. Chairman,

It has been a long standing problem the vacancy rates at different duty stations’ language sections, which has always remained critical particularly in Nairobi. My delegation would appreciate receiving innovative ideas from the Secretariat to find out a tangible solution to such problems, which may further aggravate after retirement of 20 percent of language staffs at HQs in the next five years and also given the troublesome fact that options for finding language staffs of high standard are getting limited. However, we are happy to learn from the presentation of the USG that two Arabic language staffs are being made available to UNON. 
Finally it would be remiss of me if I fail to express my delegation’s sincere appreciation to the USG Jian for his able and wise leadership of the DGACM in scoring a long list of achievements in last five years which has come to the benefit of this Organisation and therefore of the Member States. My delegation wishes him all the best.    



I thank you Mr. Chairman.
_________

