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· I should be frightfully remiss were I to begin without warmly welcoming you Mr. Chairman and the Bureau upon your well deserved election. I am confident that under your stewardship our deliberations will lead to fruition. Our appreciation is also owed to Under-Secretary-General Mr. Jean-Marie Guéhenno for his comprehensive statement.

Mr. Chairman, 

As we all know, the nature, activity and more so, the jurisdiction of UN peacekeeping have evolved and broadened over the last six decades in keeping with the ever changing situation. Also with the requirements on the ground, its role has changed from monitoring and observing security situations to much more multi-dimensional responsibilities. Its mandate now often includes immediate stabilization and protection of civilians; supporting humanitarian assistance; organizing elections; assisting the development of political structures; engaging in judicial and security sector reform; restoring public order; disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants and shoring up fragile peace agreements. All these are now deemed essential for laying the foundation of a lasting peace. 

This expanded role of peacekeeping missions has effectively blurred the distinction between peacekeeping and peace-building. A divide where peacekeeping ends and peace-building begins is difficult to discern. These two processes now essentially overlap and complement each other in a mutually reinforcing fashion. The weaknesses of the UN peacekeeping efforts had been exposed long since following the observation that half of the countries that emerged from war relapsed back into violence and chaos within five years. This necessitated, essentially as a measure of redressal, introduction of the concept of peace-building of course fed by the piecemeal but effective and need-based ‘peace-building’ activities undertaken by the peacekeepers in the field. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Bangladesh’s association with the UN peacekeeping operations, dates back to the 1980s, It bears tangible testimony to her unswerving commitment to maintain international peace and security and emanates from the principles enshrined in her Constitution. It is our conviction that for sustainable development and lasting peace to gain ground, conflicts and violence must cease to exist and more importantly not recur. This is aptly reflected in the number of troops which Bangladesh has contributed to various UN peacekeeping missions around the world. It has contributed around 58,000 peacekeepers so far to 37 UN peacekeeping operations in 28 countries. We are ready to contribute further. We are beholden to our counterparts in the UNDPKO, so ably led by my friend Jean Marie Guéhenno and his military adviser, for the cooperation they continually render us.

As the role of peace-keepers is getting increasingly complex and resultantly risky (with a fatality of 74 so far in 2006 alone), their safety and security has assumed overriding importance. While condemning all killings of peacekeepers, we are appreciative of DPKO’s efforts to adopt an integrated approach in this respect in collaboration with the DSS. As many as 80 Bangladeshi peacekeepers have made the supreme sacrifice in their line of duty. But even this setback has not dented our resolve to serve. 

Mr. Chairman,

With planned deployments in Lebanon, Sudan and Timor-Leste, the UN is experiencing an unprecedented demand for peacekeeping operations. Although the UN is consistently improving its ability to support peacekeeping operations and plan new ones, new complex and multi-dimensional missions, massive deployments of military and civilian personnel are placing its capacity to serious tests. Currently there are more than 93,000 peacekeepers in the field at the 16 peacekeeping missions and two peace-building missions. The number is on the rise. 

Mr. Chairman,

We are heartened by the step by step institutionalization of the process of peace-building through the establishment of the Peace Building Commission (PBC), Peace Building Support Office (PBSO) and the most recent launching of the Peace Building Fund. It is our view that the PBC should concentrate on such measures as marshalling critical actors to assist national authorities in immediate post-relief recovery efforts to pave the way for medium to longer term reconstruction. The role of the PBSO would be critical. It should not only perform as the Secretariat to the Commission, but should also be its ‘eyes and ears’. It should be the link of the Secretary General to the Commission. The Office should be the repository of wisdom, knowledge, best practices and also small and efficient. 

Throughout the peace-building process, it would be important to create ‘peace constituencies’. Middle range actors such as teachers, lawyers, and religious leaders can often function as links between the grass root and elite levels. It is also expected that PBC and PBSO, together with the international financial and other organizations, would be most critical peace-building agents. The establishment of a partnership among all the stakeholders such as the NGOs and Civil Society will be a sine qua non step towards peace-building. 
Post-conflict societies must be in charge of their own destiny. As our post-liberation experience in Bangladesh shows, we performed best when we depended on our own intellectual resources combined with external material support. But it was really indigenously evolved ideas like micro-credit and women’s non-formal education that transformed our societal landscape and put us on the path of rural development. The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the Bangladeshi economist Professor Muhammad Yunus illustrates the linkage between poverty alleviation and peace which is the thesis Bangladesh seeks to present before the world.
It is, however, disappointing to observe that the hard earned reputation and accomplishment of the PKOs are tainted by the demeaning spectre of allegations of sexual abuse by UN peace-keepers. Also the alleged corruption in procurement by UN presences in the field and Headquarters. We simply cannot let the trust and confidence of people, the building blocks of success of the UNPKOs, and its high standard, moral ground and image to be eroded in any way. These improprieties, in our opinion, have to be dealt with firmly as the Secretary-General’s ‘zero-tolerance’ policy seeks to do. 
Mr. Chairman, 

We note with satisfaction the efforts DPKO is undertaking to strengthen its recruitment and planning functions for peacekeeping. We applaud the development of a Best Practices Section within DPKO and the pre-positioning of Strategic Deployment Stocks of crucial equipment to enable rapid deployment and timely operationalization of new peacekeeping operations. We also laud the Department’s drive for its human resource development by conducting an Integrated Training Service that brings together military, police and civilian training capacities in Headquarters and the field. The setting up of new training curricula and senior leadership training programmes will definitely augment its peacekeeping capacity.

Success of a peacekeeping mission hinges on a well-coordinated tripartite partnership and sustained consultation between the Security Council, troop contributors and the DPKO. Full participation by the TCCs in every stage of the decision making and planning of the peacekeeping missions must be institutionalized to maintain their efficacy.  

Mr. Chairman, 

The challenge of our time is to dovetail peace-making, peace-keeping and peace-building into a service of seamless progression of complementary activities. This must be essentially local though buttressed by external support. Only then shall we be able to resolve intra-mural conflicts in societies, prevent their recurrence and move the afflicted parts of humanity forward along the path of peace, stability, justice, equity and development. This is the moment for the international community as the UN reforms and revamps itself, to act resolutely on these questions. Or else the world’s wait for stability would be much like Samuel Becketts “Waiting for Godot”, who never really comes!  
I thank you Mr. Chairman.
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