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Madam Chairperson,

I take this opportunity to express deep appreciation to the secretariat for its report. 
Bangladesh aligns itself with the statement by the Chair of Group of 77 and China. However, we wish to underscore the following additional points: 

Development is increasingly seen as a multidimensional phenomenon. It encompasses economic, social and environmental aspects. The United Nations must address these dimensions in a comprehensive manner. The functions and activities of the individual UN system organizations are varied. However they have a common purpose. Each organization is committed to its own mandate. Acting together they can render the system more cohesive. Also, more effective in the implementation of the goals and targets of international conferences and summits. 

The varied mandates of the UN system organizations cover a wide spectrum of concerns and areas for international cooperation. Coordination among all theses entities is essential. It is critical to the need for maximizing each one’s distinct comparative advantage. Also for enabling the UN System as a whole to respond effectively to the demands of our times. 

The need to simplify and harmonize the United Nations activities cannot be overstated. Complex rules and procedures must be streamlined. Programmatic coherence can reduce duplication and transaction costs. It can release more resources for operational activities. Efforts to harmonize activities should be driven by criteria and procedures set by the entirety of the membership. 
Madam Chairperson,

Proper intergovernmental monitoring and evaluation of the UN activities will enhance their effectiveness. Agencies must be held accountable for their performance. These will enhance programme results. Greater efficiency of country teams can be best achieved if their operational activities and contribution to national priorities are evaluated by the host governments. We believe that effective performance of the resident coordinator system requires greater financial, organizational and technical support. However, besides its accountability to other intergovernmental mechanism, the Resident Coordinator must also be accountable to the national government.
The United Nations activities at the country level should be coherent with national development strategies. The preparation and implementation of the UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) must be in line with national priorities.  Programming cycles of the UN agencies needs to be harmonized with the national instruments. Programmes must be needs-based. They should not be supply-driven. Collaborative approaches among the national government, UN agencies, civil society and other stakeholders would ensure the effectiveness of the implementation of programmes.

The objective of achieving system-wide coherence should not merely flow from the principle of assimilation and cost cutting. It should rather be guided by reality and pragmatism. The UN should avoid shifting resources from development to other activities which are donor-driven and not in line with the priorities of developing countries. We underscore that the system-wide coherence process should enhance inter-governmental oversight and coordination. This would also be through strengthening the role of the Economic and Social Council .In this regard we call for immediate conclusion of the negotiation on the ECOSOC resolution. This should be done on its own merit.  

Madam Chair,

The credibility and effectiveness of the United Nations development system greatly depends on a stable, predictable, long-term and expanding resource base. Core resources are the bedrock of UN operational activities. There must be a better balance between core and non-core contributions, as well as closer scrutiny of resource spending to ensure that United Nations bodies operate effectively.

The current trend of insufficiency of core resources for both administration and programme development represents the single most important constraint to the performance of development entities. Non-core resources and non-traditional sources of financing are also receiving poor response from donors. Lack of resources has changed the dynamics of demand-driven approach of the UN. It has impeded long-term strategic decisions. This is contrary to the spirit and commitment of Millennium Declaration. We thank those donors who have kept their pledges. 
The report at hand contains some new funding options and modalities. They warrant careful consideration. The idea of assessed contribution by the donors to UN country teams merits focus attentions. There is still room for trimming the overhead costs of the UN without significantly changing the basic structure.  

Multi-year funding framework is a critical step forward in revitalizing and stabilizing the broader commitment to regular resource funding. It has the potential in establishing links between resource benchmarks and targets on a long-term basis. It integrates programme objectives, resources, budgets and outcomes. While this instrument has been effective as a planning device, it has not yet succeeded in ensuring sufficient critical mass of core contributions. 

Multilateral assistance should not be tied to any political conditionality. Each country must have the necessary space for its own policy formulation. There should be a balance between sovereignty in national economic policy-making on the one hand, and multilateral disciplines and collective governance on the other.

Madam Chair,

UN operational activities must be reinvigorated. They must be supported by adequate funds. This is essential to meet the huge challenges that we confront. We look to the report of the High-level Panel on System-wide Coherence. Their mandate to develop a comprehensive set of recommendations to guide the UN to a new era is key to our future. We believe the UN can and should effectively leverage its unique legitimacy and role in realizing the objectives contained in the MDGs. This would doubtless redound to the benefit of all.
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