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Madam Chairperson,
Could I begin by felicitating the Secretariat for the progress report on the Brussels Programme of Action. Also the High Representative Mr. Anwarul Karim Chowdhury for his stimulating and informative inaugural remarks. We align ourselves with the statement by South Africa on behalf of G-77. Also the one by Benin on behalf of the LDCs. However, we wish to buttress the following points:

LDCs are the most underprivileged. They confront structural impediments that are insurmountable. They are by themselves unable to break the claptrap of poverty. They cannot by themselves take on the challenges of the contemporary world. Their economies remain vulnerable. Their institutions and human capacities are fragile. Unable to integrate themselves into the world economy in a meaningful way they are threatened with marginalization. A number of them is slowly but inexorably sliding into a state of regress. This is so because of their intrinsic inability to mobilize external and domestic resources and put them to productive use. Global support to them is woefully inadequate. 

During 2004, the LDCs amortized almost $ 6 billion in servicing their debts. Another $8 billion dollar left the LDCs in terms of net factor income of foreign companies and individuals operating there in. And they collectively hold over $ 28 billion in foreign reserves. If we deduct these outflows from the ODA and the FDI, net capital injection into LDCs is less than $ 5 billion a year or only 2 cents per day for every LDC citizen. From obtaining this meager amount is also not easy for LDCs. They have to comply with different benchmarks of reform requirements. In other words, fulfill conditionalities. This is a huge paradox. 
Madam Chairperson,

Suspension of the negotiations on Doha Development Agenda entails disproportionately high cost for least developed countries. Member states should resume negotiations immediately. We require concrete results. Until the modalities in agriculture and in non-agricultural market access are defined, it will be impossible to spell out the development dimensions of Doha in real terms.  It is time that the international community take concrete measures to fully operationalize "Aid for Trade". Also the "Enhanced Integrated Framework" for LDCs. It will not only address the capacity constraints but also identify and address the problems of non-tariff and para-tariff barriers in the developed countries that impede LDC exports.
The Climate change scenario is another big challenge that can destabilize the geo-political atmosphere. Environmentalists have warned that global warming, caused by a build-up of greenhouse gases, will cause the sea level to rise by up to 2/3ft. The effects of this rise will have to borne disproportionately by the world's most impoverished countries. Bear in mind they make a negligible contribution to global warming and are least well equipped to adapt. They need assistance to protect their peoples from this scourge.
Bangladesh has been able to show that progress comes, not through dependence on foreign aid, though international support is necessary, but when a nation is able to lift itself up by its own bootstraps. This simple philosophy, this incontrovertible logic, is bred of our own experience that we wish to share with the rest of humanity.  Take micro-credit and women’s non-formal education, for instance, concepts in which Bangladesh has been the global thought-leader. These have totally transformed our societal landscape for the better, and many others of comparable milieu. 
Prof. Muhammad Yunus, the Bangladeshi Nobel laureate for Peace has said that he aspires to a time when the appropriate place of poverty will be in the museum. It is our view that the UN should be a conduit for the transmittal of such best practices to societies of comparable milieux, particularly Africa. 
Madam Chairperson,
What marks our age distinct from others is that today we recognize that the pains of some must be redressed by the efforts of all. Several essential measures are pre-requisites:

First, expansion of resource flows into LDCs by complying with the undertaking by developed countries to make available their committed amounts: Secondly, immediate commitment to write off all outstanding debts of all LDCs, freeing their funds for development, without any selectivity that tends to punish performance, Thirdly, allowing for immediate, bound duty free; quota free market access to all products from all LDCs. 97% is insufficient and in other words may everything but what LDCs produce, Fourthly, elimination all kinds of protectionism against LDC products, including arbitrary use of non-tariff, non-trade and other restrictive barriers; Fifthly, making rules of origin criteria realistic, simple and flexible to match the capacity of LDCs. Sixthly, allowing for flexibility to the LDCs in undertaking commitments and obligations in order to permit them to adopt policies to meet their needs. Seventhly, Mainstreaming S and D treatment into the legal architecture of the WTO, Eighthly, Providing free access of all categories of service providers of LDCs under mode 4 of GATS; and Finally, encouraging FDIs and remittances into LDCs provide for capital accumulation. 

Madam Chairperson,
What we need is a new Development Paradigm with its focus on poverty alleviation and an appropriate mix of quantity and quality of growth. After the deficient achievements of first two programmes, the Brussels POA remains a beacon of hope. It is a powerful evidence of the heightened interest of the international community on LDCs. We are aware that we must make significant contributions ourselves. We are eager to forge ahead for more than ever before. We realize that if there is a hill to climb, waiting will not make it any smaller.   

I thank you Madam Chair. 

