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Thank you Madam Chair. I am delivering this statement on behalf of our Deputy Permanent Representative.
I also would like to thank the Secretariat for its brief report. My Delegation would like to associate itself with the statement delivered by the distinguished representative of South Africa on behalf of the G77 and China.
Madam Chairperson,

As we all are aware, the pace of urbanization is rapidly growing worldwide. As a result, economic, social and political pressures of urban poverty, especially in developing countries, are causing further expansion of slums. They cause serious overcrowding, uncertain employment and lead to the lack of basic services, including water and sanitation. The increasing urban population is placing tremendous pressure on existing land, housing and infrastructure all around this globe, especially in developing countries.
Therefore, sustainable urbanization is one of the most pressing challenges for the global community today. The world urban population is increasing at an alarming rate for 70 million per year. The State of the World’s Cities Report 2006/2007 of the UN-Habitat anticipates that by 2007, more people will live in cities than in rural areas for the first time in human history. The slum population will increase at a rate of 27 million people per year during the period 2000-2020. The absence of adequate infrastructure, such as roads and water supply and communication facilities in many small and intermediate cities leads to a lower quality of life for their inhabitants. 

Madam Chair, 

The strategic Framework of UN-Habitat for 2006-2007 was set out with the overall growth of improving the living and working environment for all concerned by means of more effective participatory and transparent management system. The Millennium Declaration had provided the key responsibility for achieving a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by the year 2020. However, the State of the World’s Cities Report 2006/2007 of the UN-Habitat has furnished evidence of several emerging trends that will have a profound effect in the implementation of the Habitat agenda, the MDGs, in the attainment of targets 10 and 11 of Goal 7, and relevant paragraph of 2005 World Summit Outcome. UN-Habitat Global Urban Observatory (GUO) and Technical Cooperation Projects are positively contributing to government initiatives in sustainable urban development policy. 
Madam Chair,

Bangladesh is always committed to the implementation of the Habitat agenda for providing sustainable human settlements and adequate shelter in urban areas. A National preparatory committee with more systematic and multi-sector dimension is now in operation. The Government with the assistance of UNCHS and funding from UNDP has undertaken a programme titled “Local Partnerships for Urban Poverty Alleviation”. This programme is assisting the poor population to acquire a “secure place of live” with opportunities of “places of work”. Besides, an Urban Observatory Committee is also active in Bangladesh. 
Madam Chair,

 Habitat’s practice of partnership within and outside the United Nations is one of its greatest strengths. For effective functioning of the programme, new partnerships have to be built up. Habitat should also take a proactive role in disaster mitigation and rehabilitation programmes with regard to human settlements. This would help the process of capacity-building of governments, local authorities and communities in terms of managing natural and manmade disasters. 
Though the voluntary contributions to the UN-Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation are continuing to rise with an increase of 44% from 2004 to 2006, these are still far below the target. Implementation of the programmes of UN-Habitat is seriously being constrained due to the dearth of resources, especially of non-earmarked funds which has remained in the same level for last two years.   We are thankful to the contributing countries to the fund, we urge more developed countries to actively contribute, as this agency must be provided with the necessary resources for fulfilling its mandate. 

Madam Chair,

An integrated urban and rural development could facilitate the substantive solution to the problem of informal urban settlements. We underscore the need to better quantify and categorize the mobility barriers and needs in informal settlements for access in affordable energy services and to develop recommendations on policy implications of transport and energy provisions in cities in developing countries.   In the context of upcoming Fifteenth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development to be held in 2007, we must recognize the fact that Energy should be deemed as a driving force for more sustainable and socially just development. 

On the development front, pro-poor housing, infrastructure and services are essential to meet basic needs and constitute key components of social and economic Development. Well-planned and managed human settlements are vital to reduce pollution and to promote the sustainable use of natural resources.  Developing countries require both technical and financial assistances for their capacity-building. To have a holistic approach to implement the mandate of Habitat, greater cooperation among UN-Habitat and other relevant entities has no alternative.

We need to create an enabling environment in our cities in sustainable human settlement. Appropriate external support is essential to carry our efforts together. This is our aspiration and wish that such support will be forthcoming. 
I thank you Madam Chair.
