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Bangladesh 
Statement by H.E. Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations
on agenda item 52 (c): International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
at the Second Committee of the 61st UNGA

New York, 25 October 2006

Madam Chairperson, 

Appreciation is owed to the Secretariat for a comprehensive report. Bangladesh aligns itself with the statement of South Africa on behalf of G77 and China. However, we would like to highlight the following points:
The world is confronting daunting challenges posed by disasters in its diverse manifestations. 2005 was marked as a year of tragedy. The international community witnessed a record level of economic losses from natural catastrophes. All told, there were 360 disasters that killed more than 90,000 people and affected another 150 million lives in 2005. They caused $159 billion in damages – which is a 71 percent increase over the total losses in 2004. 
A recent World Bank and Columbia University study entitled "Natural Disaster Hotspots: Case Studies" warns that due to changing socioeconomic conditions, rapid urbanization, environmental degradation, coastal land use, and climatic risks,  the number of disaster will continue to rise. As well the social and economic costs. This needs to be addressed expeditiously, and appropriately. 

Global warming is a big issue confronting humanity. A recent study concludes that sea level has risen worldwide approximately 6 to 8 inches in the last century. The report predicts that if current trend continues, the sea level will rise by another 10 inches by the end of this century. Around 100,000 kilometres of coastline will experience severe consequences including permanent deluge. Millions of people on low-lying islands and lands in the Asia-Pacific region will become forced migrants or refugees. 
A report by Andrew Hall of Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO) estimates that 150 million people in the Asia-Pacific region could be displaced by 2050 and the economic costs will rise to billions of dollars per year. The consequences will be disproportionately shared by the least developed countries and other small and vulnerable economies who bear the exorbitant cost of damages perpetrated by others. The international community should undertake necessary preventive and precautionary measures to save humanity from this scourge.
Recent advancement in the field of science and technology has opened up enormous potentials for developing an efficient system of disaster risk reduction and management. It is possible to track atmospheric depression and predict weather and climatic conditions at local levels with reasonable degree of accuracy. Similarly, cyclonic storms can be tracked from the initial formation to its subsequent developments and early warnings issued to people living in vulnerable areas. 
Implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, including national platforms for disaster reduction, is key. Cooperation among countries at regional and global levels for disaster risk reduction can bring about a sea change. Establishment of regional and global early warning systems is an essential component to build resilience to natural disasters. For developing and least developed countries international support would be critical.
Madam Chairperson,

South Asia is a vulnerable region to natural disasters. Studies demonstrate that two to 16 per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) of South Asian countries is lost every year due to natural calamities. Realizing the importance of disaster risk reduction, a SAARC disaster management centre has been opened recently. The centre will act as a nodal point to collect, compile, and disseminate data and indigenous knowledge and good practices, in the seven SAARC countries. It will serve member countries by providing policy advice and facilitating capacity development provision and exchange of information.
Madam Chair,

Bangladesh is a disaster-prone country. The area with its large population on low-lying land remains to be a susceptible place to storm surges. However, the Government is committed to reduce the vulnerability of people to a manageable humanitarian level. We have a separate ministry for food and disaster management which takes a holistic measure not just to address disaster preparedness, risk mitigation and management but also rehabilitation and reconstruction. 
Bangladesh has adopted a Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme (CDMP). A corporate plan 2005-2009 has also been launched to materialize the vision of CDMP. It highlights a road map for the development of internal strategic plans for different government functionaries. Bangladesh is one of the first countries that instituted a national platform to guide risk reduction efforts. It is designed as part of the Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme.
Bangladesh brings a paradigm shift in disaster management from conventional response and relief approach to a more comprehensive risk reduction culture. Over the years, cyclone shelters in coastal areas, early warning systems, voluntary squads for work in pre-and post-cyclonic conditions were set up. These are meant to optimize the reduction of long-term risk and the operational capacities for responding to emergencies and disaster situations. NGOs are also working closely with the Government. 
We have a number of financial instruments in place to address the needs of the affected peoples. Microcredit is a case in point for which Professor Mohammed Yunus and Grameen Bank have won the Nobel Peace Prize 2006. The effective role of microcredit in risk management and vulnerability reduction is now amply proven. Studies have shown that microcredit programs substantially improve the coping mechanisms of the poor. 
Policies and programmes undertaken by Bangladesh have proven effective. To give an example, a cyclone of November 1970 caused 300,000 deaths while the death tolls of a comparable cyclone in September 1997 were 11.  Our own experience demonstrates that with timely and coordinated intervention, the adverse effects of a natural or environmental disaster can be significantly minimized. Bangladesh is ready to share its experiences and best practices with those of the comparable milieu. 
Madam Chairperson, 

Despite rapid advancement in science and technology, we still live largely at the mercy of the weather. It influences our daily lives and choices. Also has an enormous impact on revenues and earnings. We need to assist our people through effective risk management tools. Introduction of instruments such as weather insurance, derivatives, hedges, and swaps in the disaster-prone poor countries deserves careful consideration. This is critical for protection against catastrophic damage as well as changes in other weather related variables. An advanced knowledge of climate and a state-of-the-science dynamic seasonal prediction model can make a significant impact. Developing countries need international support to build their capacities. 
Our entire effort should be devoted to effectively mitigating the havocs wreaked by disasters. To that end the building global partnership and collaboration would be a categorical imperative. We hope that the international solidarity that was forged in the aftermath of Indian Ocean tsunami would continue. 
I thank you Madam Chairperson. 

