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PRESS RELEASE

Foreign Adviser urges the developed countries to help cope with food price hike;
Speaks on behalf of the LDCs

New York, 02 April 2008

New York, 2 April: Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, Foreign Adviser urged the food
surplus developed countries to do more to rein in the rising food price. This he said
while speaking on behalf of the 50 least developed countries at the UN Thematic Debate
on MDGs. “In many LDCs where poor households spend nearly 70% of their income on
‘food items, a sharp increase in food price has a strong adverse effect on the incidence of
poverty and human development,” Dr. Chowdhury observed. He demanded that the
developed countries must increase food aid to avert a humanitarian crisis in many

LDCs.

A large number of Ministers and senior officals are aftending the two-day thematic
debate on the Millennium Development Goals at the UN headquarters in New York,

organized by the President of the General Assembly. Foreign Adviser underscored that -

global warming and climate change were also adversely affecting the achievement of the
MDGs by many L.DCs. The increased risk of floods and droughts caused by climate
change will lead to huge losses in agricultural production, which will further impede
MDG achievement, he added. Dr, Chowdhury said, “The post-2012 agreement must not
stifle development potentials of the LDCs. We must ensure that their development is
sustainable and environment-friendly. We strongly feel that like the Adaptation Board,
there should also be a Technology-transfer Board" He further stressed that the
developed countries and the developing countries in a position to do so must grant
meaningful duty-free and quota-free market access to all products from all LDCs,
unilaterally and without discrimination. This should be done by the end of 2008,
pending the conclusion of the Doha Development Round, Dr. Chowdhury added.




- UK Minister for International Development meets the Forelgn Adviser; Reafflrms UK
+ support for adaptation

Foreign Adviser Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury met Mr. Gareth Thomas, UK Minister
for International Development today on the sidelines of the MDG Thematic Debate of
the UN General Assembly. The UK Minister praised the Bangladesh Government's
continued efforts for consolidating and strengthening the democratic institutions in
Bangladesh. He particularly congratulated the Government for the successful
implementation of the voter roll with photographs. Dr. Chowdhury thanked the UK
government for its continued support and informed that the Bangladesh-UK Climate
Change Conference in May will herald a new era of North-South Cooperation. The
conference, the first of its kind, will highlight Bangladesh’s specific vulnerabilities to
global warming and consider long-term strategies for adaptation, he added. The UK
Minister reaffirmed his government’s full support to Bangladesh’s adaptation needs and
further cooperation in the field of climate change and development.

d\Ariful Islam
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