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PRESS RELEASE
Foreign Adviser urges UNGA President to protect migrant workers.
New York, 01 April 2008

Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, Foreign Adviser, met the President of the UN General
Assembly Serjan Kerim'’s at the UN headquarters, and underscored the need for the UN
to play a greater role in protecting the rights and promoting the welfare of migrant
workers. He made this request when he called on the General Assembly President on

Tuesday.

The Foreign Adviser said ‘managed migration’ can be an effective too!l for poverty
alleviation and development. He added that in the past year Bangladesh sent 8,32,000
workers abroad which was a record, and the remittance received home was US$ 7 bn
which was also a new record. He observed that if host sccieties are made to be more
responsive to the welfare needs of the migrant workers, it can be a ‘win-win’ situation
for both sides. Dr. Iftekhar Chowdhury thought the UN . could assist this process more
-effectively by bringing together all stake-holders.

They also discussed the subject of the Millennium Development Goals Summit scheduled
to be heid under UN auspices on 25 September this year. The Foreign Adviser assured
him that Bangladesh would play a prominent role at that event.

President Kerim accepted with gratitude the Foreign Adviser’s invitation to visit
Bangladesh and stated that he fooked forward to going there in August this year.

- He thanked for Bangladesh’s role in facilitating UN reforms and praised the contribution
‘of the Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the UN Ambassador Ismat Jahan as
member of the Task Force on Security Council Reforms. It may be recalled that the
other two members of the Task Force are the Permanent Representatives of Portugal

"~ and Chile.

Present at the meeting were the Permanent Representative of Béngiadesh to the UN

Ambassador Ismat Jahan and Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr.
Hamidur Rashid.

Salahuddin Noman ChoWdhury
Counselior

o




PERMANENT MISSION OF BANGLADESH

TO THE UNITED NATIONS
227 East 45th Street 14th Floor, New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 867-3434 » Fax: (212) 972-4038 » E-mail: bangladesh@un.int
web site: www.un.int/bangladesh

PRESS RELEASE —.2,

Dr. Iftekhar Chowdhury chairs high level UN panel discussion on Millennium
Development Goals: Underscores Bangladesh’s Achievement

New York, 01 April 2008

Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury chaired a high-level panel discussion on Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) focusing on education and sustainable development.

He highlighted Bangladesh’s impressive strides in achieving Goal 2 of the MDGs and
added that Bangladesh was on track in achieving universal primary education (UPE) for
all children. Bangladesh already attained gender parity in primary and secondary
enrollment, Foreign Adviser underscored. Highlighting the linkages between education
and sustainable development, he said, “Education is a sine qua non for innovation,
technological progress and economic development.”

Foreign Adviser in his remarks, pointed out that 72 million children were still out of
-school worldwide and urged that it was an imperative to augment international
resources to achieve the UPE targets in 58 countries that are not on track. Dr. Iftekhar
Chowdhury added, “We must uphold the pre-eminent responsibility of the government
to provide primary and secondary education. Any attempt to undermine this
responsibility, especially in the name of privatization, must be discouraged”. There must
be specific targets for public sector spending on education on a per child basis. Foreign
Adviser also shared with the international community the role of non-formal education,
especially of BRAC, in ensuring access for millions of poor children in Bangladesh.

The panel comprised the Minister of Education and Sports of Uganda Genaldine
- Bitanazine, Assistant Director General of UNESCO Nicolas Burnet, Executive Director of
CAMFED International Ms. Ann Cotton, Head of the Fast Track Initiative (FTI) Desmond
Bermingham and Associate Professor of Nagaya University Dr. Yuto Kitamura.
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