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Press Release

Bangladesh appreciates the promptness of UN response
New York: Thursday, 13 December 2007

Bangladesh today expressed its deep appreciation for the quick response of the

United Nations in the aftermath of the cyclone Sidr which swept through the southern

part of the country last month. While making an intervention at a meeting on the Central

" Emergency Response Fund (CERF) at United Nations in New York, Bangladesh Deputy

Permanent Representative to the UN, Mr. Muhammad Ali Socrar thanked the

international community for unprecedented outpouring of generosity in helping

Bangladesh face the huge task of rehabilitation and reconstruction following the natural
catastrophe.

The Bangladesh representative also pointed out that due to efficient disaster
preparedness programs and timely intervention by the Government, the loss of lives were
significantly minimized this time. He called for urgent attention of the international
community in taking preventive and precautionary measures to cope with natural

< disasters that the least developed countries and other vulnerable economies are
- increasingly facing in the recent times.

The High Level Conference on the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)

~ was organized by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
The United Nations has set a target to raise a $ 500 million fund in 2008 to support rapid
response to critical humanitarian needs in under-funded emergencies and natural
disasters. Bangladesh has made a token contribution of US $ 5000 to this fund. Mr. J ohn
Homes, Under Secretary General of OCHA thanked Bangladesh saying that it was an
‘important gesture of international solidarity from a country which has suffered so much’.
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