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Press Release

Bangladesh focuses on achievement of children’s goals and difficulties
New York: Wednesday, 12 December 2007

. At a special meeting of the UN General Assembly in New York today,
Bangladesh HKas projected the achievements it has made over the years in improving the
situation of children in the country. In a statement the Bangladesh Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN Mr. Muhammad Ali Socrar informed the meeting that
significant progress has taken place in Bangladesh with respect to children. These include
reduction in infant and maternal mortality rates as well as increase in percentage of
enrollment in schools. Progress has also been achieved in ;mmunization, sanitation and
access to safe drinking water. Increased focus on girls’ education has eliminated the
gender gap in primary and secondary school enrollments. Such advancements have
become possible due t0 the commitment of the Government as well as its wide-ranging
partnership with NGOs, the civil society and international development partners.

Speaking -on the occasion, the Bangladesh representative called upon the
international community to come forward with more assistance in helping the developing,
and particularly the least developed countries 10 invest more on children. “‘Unless
significant new inflow of resources is injected”, he said “it will be hard to sustain the
progresses achieved.” He also cautioned that without additional resources, as pledged by
the development partners in 2002, the goals for children will be difficult to achieve in -
time.

~ The two day Commemorative High Level Plenary Meeting of the General
Assembly was devoted to the follow up on the outcome of 2002 Special Summit on
Children at the United Nations. A total of 142 member States hawe made their country
statements. Bangladesh was actively involved in finalization of the outcome document of
the 2002 Special Session on Children, of which it was the elected member from Asia in

the five member bureau. )
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