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Press Release

Bangladesh commends the first year’s work of the Peacebuilding Commission

New York, 10 October 2007

Ismat Jahan, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United
Nations, stated that the first year’s work of the Peacebuilding Commission and its maiden
two ventures in Sierra Leone and Burundi have made significant contributions towards
peace consolidation in these two countries. She was speaking at a debate on the first
annual report of the Peacebuilding Commission held today at the General Assembly of
the United Nations. Bangladesh is a member of the Peacebuilding Commission (PBC),
since its inception last year.

Ambassador Jahan, however, reminded that there still remains a lot of room for
improvement. She called for further strengthening of the working relations of the PBC
with the major three organs of the UN--General Assembly, Security Council and
Economic and Social Council as well as with other relevant international bodies.

Ambassador Jahan opined that the PBC should put in place a tracking and monitoring
mechanism. She stressed the need for sharing valuable experiences of the troop
contributing countries in peacekeeping. She also stated that to attain success the PBC
should retain the attention of international community on its peacebuilding operations.

Ambassador Jahan pointed out that the issue of economic recovery in the case of Burundi
and Sierra Leone had been given less focus. She referred to Bangladesh’s
recommendation made at the founding stage of the PBC that post-conflict societies must
be allowed to take charge of their own destiny. In this context, she expressed her
gratification that the PBC has been putting emphasis on a nationally driven process. She
further recommended to include in the peacebuilding strategy domestic initiatives and
homegrown ideas like micro-credit and women’s non-formal education.

Touching upon the future of the PBC, Ambassador Jahan suggested that the Commission
should expand its operation and find out the process and timing of disengagement with a
country. She concluded by urging upon the international community to come forward to
assist the PBC in fulfilling its mandate.
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