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May | forward herewith the following with a request for ,rranging
appropriate media coverage. 3

Press Release

Army Chief meets United Nations General Assembly President.

New York: 18 October 2007 .

Dr. Srgjan Kerim, President of the 62" Session of the United Nations
General Assémbly, has appreciated Bangladesh’s strong role in the various
sectors of the United Nations including the Peacekeeping Operations
Missions. He made this remark when the Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh
General Moeen U Ahmed, ndc, psc met with him at the President of
General Assembly’s Executive Office at the UN Headquarters today

afternoon.



General Moeen U Ahmed, ndc psc, at the outset of the Meeting,
congratulated Dr. Kerim for assuming the Presidentship of the 62" Session
of the General Assembly. He also expressed his confidence that under the
able leadership of Dr. Kerim, the General Assembly would gain more pace
this year in its proceedings. He also highlighted the fact that Bangladesh is
one of the top Troop Contributing Country (TCC) of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations with around 10,000 personnel deployed at
present. He stressed on the need of more representation of Bangladesh in
the decision making level of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations
(DPKO) of the United Nations both in the Headquarters and in the Field

Missions.

Dr. Kerim, who is from Macedonia, recalled the excellent performance of
Bangladeshi peacekeepers in neighbouring Bosnia-Herzegovina. He also
praised the role of Bangladeshi Peacekeepers in Kosovo. They also
discussed about the challenges faced by the United Nations Peacekeeping
Mission in Darfur, Sudan, where a big number of Bangladeshi

Peacekeepers are deployed right now.

General Moeen warmly invited Dr. Kerim to visit Bangladesh in near future
at his convenient time. Dr. Kerim happily accepted the invitation and
assured that he will sincerely try to visit Bangladesh sometime in the next
y.ear{ General Moeen finally also reassured Dr. Kerim of the continuation of
Bangladesh’s strong commitment towards United Nations Peacekeeping

Operations.

A



Ms. Ismat Jahan, Ambassador and Permanet Representative of Bangladesh
to the United Nations and BrigadierGeneral Ilyas Iftekhar Rasul, ndc, psc,
Defense Adviser of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United

Nations, were also present in the Meeting. Earlier, the Ambassador and

Permanent Representative Ms. Jahan hosted a lunch in honour of the
visiting Army Chief, which was also attended by senior officials of United

Nations Peacekeeping Operations.
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