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PRESS RELEASE

Dr. Iftekhar meets with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon

New York, 26 February 2007:

Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, Foreign Advisor of the Bangladesh Government
had a meeting with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at the UN Headquarters

on Monday morning.

The Foreign Advisor apprised the Secretary-General of the measures adopted by
the Caretaker Government leading to the holding of a free fair, and credible
elections in Bangladesh. Mr. Ban Ki-moon expressed his “profound satisfaction”
at the steps being taken by the Government to put in place appropriate
institutions to create a ‘level playing field’ in the country for the different political

parties to participate in the polls.

Dr. Iftekhar Chowdhury further informed the Secretary-General that all actions of
the Government are within the parameters of the Constitution. He added that
conformity to UN norms and values is a declared aim of the Government. Mr.
Ban Ki-moon praised the Government's policies and expressed the hope that
Bangladesh will redouble its support and cooperation with the UN in both
development fields and in future peace-keeping operations. He put on record his
and the UN’s gratitude to Bangladesh for the participation of its armed forces as
one of the world’s “foremost peace-keepers”.

Earlier Dr. Iftekhar Chowdhury was given a farewell by the Executive Board of
the International Association of Permanent Representatives. In his remarks its
President, Ambassador Mihnea Motoc of Romania praised the contribution to UN
activities by Dr. Chowdhury in his long diplomatic career, of which over ten years
was spent as Permanent Representative to the United Nations, equally divided
between Geneva and New York. Ambassador Motoc also recalled that Dr.
Chowdhury was named as “one of the world’s leading diplomats” by a
proclamation of the New York City Council in 2003.

Md. Abdul Alim
First Secretary
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