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With request to please arrange appropriate coverage. 3 o

Mahmudul Karim

PRESS RELEASE

Dr. Iftekhar meets with UNDP Administrator

New York, 22 February 2007:

Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury Foreign Advisor to the Bangladesh Caretaker
Government had a meeting with Mr. Kemal Dervis UNDP Administrator at the

UNDP Headquarters on Thursday morning.

The Foreign Affairs Advisor explained to the Administrator the various measures
being adopted by the Government in pursuant of the reforms required in order
that the elections to be held would be “free, fair and credible”. He also lauded
the role of the UNDP Representative and other UN officials in Dhaka who are

working closely with the Government.

Mr. Kemal Dervis deeply appreciated the steps that the Government is adopting.

He observed that these necessary changes would make democracy more

sustainable and vibrant in Bangladesh. He drew some connections between
Bangladesh and his home country, Turkey, in this regard. He offered all possible
assistance to the Caretaker Government in its tasks.

| Among those present on the occasion were Acting Permanent Representative of

Bangladesh Mr. Muhammad Ali Sorcar, Economic Minister Mr. Mahmudul Karim,
and Mr. David Lockwood, Head of Bangladesh directorate at the UNDP and
former Resident Representative in Dhaka.
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