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Mr. Chairman,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of thirteen members of the Caribbean

Community [CARICO ] that are members of the United Nations, namely Antigua

and Barbuda, Barbad s, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint

Kitts and Nevis, Sain Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname,

Trinidad and Tobago and my own country, The Bahamas. CARICOM

delegations congratula e you, Mr. Chairman, and the other members of your

Bureau, on your electior to guide the work of this, the first substantive session of

the open-ended vJorkin~ group to negotiate an international instrument to enable

states to identify and tr ~ ce, in. a timely and reli,able ,manner, illicit small arms and

light weapons, We ar confident that you will guide our work to a successful

conclusion, and pledge ur full support and cooperation in this regard.

CARICOM States expr ss their appreciation to you, Mr. Chairman, for the non-
paper prepared to facilit te our discussions during this session. We feel that the
non-paper will serve a a useful contribution to this debate, having identified
some of the constr ints, challenges and gaps in existing policy and
implementation that will shape the deliberations of the international community

on this critical issue.

Mr. Chairman
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Peace, ~ .sarmament fnd Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, all
of whom have provide assistance in the implementation of the Programme of
Action a d other agr ements aimed at controlling the proliferation of these

weapons.

Howeverl as acknowl dged at the First Biennial Meeting of States to Review
Impleme~tation of the Programme of Action held in July 2003, far too much
remains .~o be dope. We consider the Programme of Action a smal', but
important first step that must be augmented by commitments to establish transfer
controls in producer countries, to regulate brokering, as well as to facilitate the
reliable and harmonise marking and tracing of small arms and light weapons.
We also ~ontinue to cal on producer States to exercise greater levels of scrutiny
of end-us~r certificates nd border controls. As was recognised at the July 2003
meeting, ho State alon can prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in
small arms and light w apons. Utilising the tools currently at our disposal, and
creating n,ew ones, will ensure that combined national and collective action will
enable the internation I community to eradicate this deadly trade that has
already contributed to s much human tragedy.

Mr. Chair~an,

It is in the ~ context of th s framework that CARICOM States strongly supported
resolution 8/241 which reated this working group and pushed this process one
step forwa d. CARICO States do not produce small arms and light weapons,
nor are we! major import rs of this category of weapons. Indeed, in many of our
countries, $trict controls re in place on the import and use of these weapons by
both law ~nforcement a d private citizens. Yet, despite our best efforts, we
continue td face the sp ead of illicit weapons throughout our territories, most
times thro~ gh the illeg I diversion of weapons from the licit trade, and the

concomita t rise in viole t crime. Accordingly, CARICOM States consider that

an effectiv , multilateral, legally binding international instrument on identifying
and tracin illicit small arms and light weapons would be an important
contribution to our existi g national, bilateral and regional efforts to control a
phenomendn that taxe our human and financial resources so heavily.
CARICOM States are a are that questions of the nature and the scope of the
proposed instrument re ain to be considered by this working group, and are
ready to en4age construc ively with other delegations as we tackle this issue.

Mr. Chairm~nl

While reco nising that the working group will engage in more detailed
discussions ap our work rogresses on each of the main areas identified for
consideratio ,! CARICOM tates wish to offer a few general observations on the
issues at ha d. With resp ct to marking, we recognise that this is a keyelement
of the proce ~, and share the views of the Group of Governmental Experts that

weapons sh uild be marke with a unique, readily identifiable marking, preferably
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With respect to the iss e of record keeping, CARICOM States share the view of

the Group of Govern ental Experts that both the Protocol against the Illicit

Manufacturing of and rafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and

Ammunition and the 2001 Programme of Action contain useful provisions
regarding record keepi g, which may be used as a point of departure for our
discussions in this grou .In this regard, CARICOM States would stress the need
for records to be co prehensive, and would emphasise the importance of
international cooperatio in using these records for the purposes of tracing illicit

weapons.

Mr. Chairman,

Thank you


