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Mr .President:III

The direct and indirect cost of HIV / AIDS to our economies,

to individuals, to their families, to businesses and to governments

is staggering.
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donor -based infrastructure or ofUN development agency offices

in our countries.

Mr. President:

3



illand thosewomenasI.~

The Bahamas established a National Standing Committee for

the Prevention and Control of AIDS in 1985. Initially, this was a

Ministry of Health Committee. To~y, our National AIDS

Programme has evolved into a sophisticated multi-sectoral

response involving the Public and Private Sectors of our

community , Government Agencies and Non-Governmental

Organizations.

0 Public E4ucation creating HIV / AIDS awareness and health

promotion;
Voluntary counselling and testing;

The provision of care, treatment and support; and

Research and Surveillance.
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Through the AIDS F oundation of The Bahamas, the AZT

intervention programme was introduced in The Bahamas in 1995,

providing critical medication and supplies to treat HIV-infected
pregnant women in order to reduc~ the rate of mother'"to child

transmission. The transmission rate has fallen from 30% to 10%.

Since 1997, the Government has provided AZT to HIV infected

pregnant women free of charge.
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Mr. President:
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a regional training centre to impact the HIV / AIDS problem. My

Government extended that offer in Barbados last September .

,.~ In January of th.is year we commenced training assistance to

two sister Caribbean countries Antigua and Barbuda, and Belize.

In Belize we have assisted in a training programme involving 18

doctors, nurses and social workers in mother to child HIV / AIDS

transmission mitigation protocols. Clearly, such programmes are

deserving of funding from international donors such as might

come through the Global Fund.

Mr. President:

Our task is urgent, new HIV / AIDS infections recorded in all

of our societies on a daily basis are clear indications that

notwithstanding progress made AIDS-awareness programmes,

whether in schools, churches, or in the wider community , still fail

to reach far too many individuals, particularly young people, who

continue to engage in high risk, unprotected sexual activity .
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