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Mr. Chairman,

1'.1r. Chairman,

Some twenty-two ministe and vice-ministers, together with government representatives
from the 43 member st tes of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), met to
formulate their strategy o the way forward to the International Meeting on Small Island
State~ to be held in Maur tius in August. Govemment representatives from Small Island
Developing States and t rritories that are associated members of the related regional
commissions, observers om donor States, as well as representatives from the various
United Nations agencies, egional institutions, non-governmental organizations, and civil
society engaged in a th rough exchange, not only on existing best practices within
SIDS, but also on th current substantial encumbrances preventing the full
implementation of the Ba bados Programme of Action. Deliberations undertaken in the
general debate and durin interactive panel discussions highlighted a wide range of new
challenges and emerging issues that have arisen since the adoption of the Barbados

Programme of Action.

Mr. Chairman



effect to their collectiv commitments to sustainable development. The Ministers also
expressed concern at the weakening economic performance of many SIDS since the
adoption of the BPOA, ue in part to their declining trade performance, while recognizing
that international trad remains the engine for building resilience and sustainable
development of SJDS Equally important, Ministers acknowledged the value of
increased cooperation mong SIDS and the need to make continued progress in this
area. Furthermore, he Nassau Declaration emphasized the need for increased
assistance to SIDS s a means of responding effectively to their sustainable
development challenge, since not all commitments within the context of the BPOA have

been honoured, to date.

Mr. Chairman,
The second document manating from the Inter-regional Preparatory Meeting, is the
:3trategy document for e further Implementation of the BPOA. It is the view of the
Ministers that this Strate y document would contribute significantly to discussions at this
Preparatory Meeting, as ell as to tangible and feasible outcomes from the International
~/1eeting. Mr. Chairman, I now invite the lead negotiator of the Group of 77 and China on
this Strategy document, Ambassador Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, to introduce the

document to this meetin .

thank you, Mr. Ch~irma~


