
INFORMAL MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBL y

BRIEFING ON THE SITUATION IN HAITI

STATEMENT BY THE HON. FREDERICK A. MITCHELL, M. F .

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE PUBLIC SERVI E

COMMONWEAL TH OF THE BAHAMAS

20 FEBRUARY 2004

Please check against deliver~



2

Mister President, it is a special honour to be here this morning for this im1°rtant briefing to this august world body. I speak here this morning on behalf of the C air of

the Caribbean Community, PM PJ Patterson as well as on behalf of the Govern ent of

The Bahamas. There is no doubt in the view of all leaders of Caricom and of mr own

Prime Minister Perry Christie, the Government and people of The Bahamas that ~aiti is

front and centre a most urgent issue for our region and hemisphere. Further, C~com

believes that this body has a crucial role to play in developing and executing a solufion to

this urgent crisis in Haiti. I wish to thank you Mr. President for convening this me~ting. I

wish to thank the Distinguished Undersecretary-General for his comprehensive repqrt

In this regard, I wish to speak this morning of Haiti and the current urgent issues

that arise there, not just as a legal obligation of the world community in accordan with

the charter but in the view of Caricom and The Bahamas and most importantly as a moral

imperative. Both law and morality dictate that the world community should hel , each

country to the fullest extent of its resources. I can say without contradiction that Ithis is

the unanimous view of all the nations of this hemisphere and of our region~ I

I am 'tlso here to say that Caricom, the regional body in the Caribbean

representing 15 nations, of which Haiti is its latest member, is fully behind a plan ! PriOr actions, authored and hammered out in Kingston, Jamaica. That plan of prior acti s has

been embraced at the wider Organization of American States. Several states hav been

intimately involved in the process including the United States of America, c ~ ada,

France and the! European Union as well as the countries that meet under the rub "c the

Friends of Haiti. We sincerely thank them all for their support. The plan is desi~ed to

ensure that the i constitution of Haiti, both the letter and the spirit, is respected bY
t ll the

parties within gaiti, It has been fully agreed and embraced by the Government of H 'ti,

In a few hours, representatives at a Ministerial and Vice Ministerial level xpect

to travel to Hbiti to speak with the leaders of Haiti both the Government a~d the

democratic Opposition with a view to delineating in more specific detail, includin dates

and time lines, the execution of the plan. 11 is envisaged that there will be sub antial

progress in the execution of specific objectives by the Government of Haiti by the t me of

the intercessional meeting of Caricom on 26th March in Antigua and Barbuda.
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The plan calls for the continued constitutional role of the President, but ~ fully

functioning constitutional role of a Prime Minister and Cabinet. It also calls f r the

Opposition's cooperation in drawing up rules for d~monstrations and their enga ement

which has been heretofore rejected in the movement toward free and fair election. The

professionalization of the Haitian National Police, and additional security and ec~omic

support are integral parts of the plan. It calls for disarmament by the Govemmen~ of all

gangs who have weapons and who are a threat to p~blic order and democracy. T~ plan

incorporates all the proposalslof the relevant OAS re$olutions

While the good that comes from all of this t9 the country of Haiti, the regi9n, and

the hemisphere should be apparent to all, often what 'is logically apparent does not ~ways

follow. The international community then has seveual imperatives in this bargain
J First,

if the Government of Haiti and the democratic Opp<t>sition fulfill their commitme ts, the

world community must in our view provide the n~cessary security assistance tot ring

immediate stability to Haiti, including helping the Jegitimate authority of Haiti estore

law and order and disarm the elements that now seek to violently overthro the

government, and who have interrupted humanitaria~ assistance. Those armed gan~s who

seek now to overthrow the constitutional order should be urged to lay down theit amlS

and if not they should be disanned, Secondly, there is the need for economic ass~tance

There is a se~se ofto allow the efforts at restoring order and stability to succeed.

hopelessness and economic despair in Haiti that has helped to fuel the present even$.

But in the immediate future, the world commpnity in cooperation with the ~aitian

Government and people is the ultimate guarantor of peace and stability in Haiti ~ut the

job of support cannot be sucQessful unless the peoplf of Haiti agree on a common~lity of

interests amongst themselves. That peace is a public 19ood which is in the best intef sts of

Haiti, despite the historical hatreds and dislikes, past linjuries and claims which the arties

within the country may have on one another. Where there is a commona ity of

understanding amongst Haitians on the need for polifical order as Haiti changes, th n and

only then can ultimate peace and stability come to th~ country.

The Bahamas which sits some 90 miles ovet the seas to the north of Hait" has a

special interest in this matter. Instability in Haiti can cause instability in The Bahal}1as. A

significant portion of the population in The Bah~as is either Haitian or has ~aitian
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roots. A migrant crisis resulting from the i~st.ability in Haiti will have an i~ediate

effect on The Bahamas, one that would be dIffIcult for our country to endure, a4d one

that we believe with the will of the Haitian community and the support of the Iworld

community can be avoided.

But not only will The Bahamas suffer. Already our sister Caricom nation J~aica

has had one dozen Haitians including police officers come to their shores seeking a~ylum.

We all know the well worn path of migrant traffic to the United States. Many timfs, the

perilous journeys across the seas lead to the tragic loss of lives. The world co~unity

must not abandpn Haiti and the Haitian people and our region to this fate again

But it is first and foremost a commitment that must be evidenced by the actirns of

the Haitian people. If it were not clear before that there is a need for Haitian patqots to

step up to the plate, it should be crystal clear now. I

I am here therefore to urge your support for the Caricom initiative to the ~ullest

extent that your resources allow in all of the areas: security, good goverpance,

humanitarian relief, and economic support.

I thank you Mr. President.


