
STATEMENT
BY

T E HONOURABLE FREDERICK A. MITCHELL, M.P .

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AND THE PUBLIC SERVICE

OF THE COMMONWEAL TH OF THE BAHAMAS

AT THE

FIFTY -EIGHTH SESSION

OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBL Y

UNITED NATIONS

NEW YORK

1 OCTOBER, 2003

Please check against delivery



Mr. President,

1. It is my distinct honour to congratulate you on your election to the
Presidency of this the 58th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, on
behalf of the Prime Minister, Government and people of the Commonwealth of
The Bahamas. We share in the celebration of the election of a distinguished son

of the Caribbean to steer the course of this body for the next year. My delegation
pledges its full support to you and your bureau in the performance of this
challenging task. I take this opportunity to also congratulate your predecessor ,
Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, for his outstanding leadership of the 57th

session.
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issues, but a~ the same time our peoples are fiercely proud of our independence
and the traditions of freedom connected therewith.

9. Nowh re is the paradox of the pressure on our now independent status
more sensiti e and appar~nt than in the exercise of a presumptive legal authority
bya body of owerful, buti faceless, unelected bureaucrats, being advanced from
some of the developed world's multilateral bodies which, in the view of many,
threaten to r -impose the status of dependence without calling it so by name, by
undermining ur economies.

10. In this connection, The Bahamas is particularly concerned, along with its
regional neig bours, about the threats to its way of life, in particular as it is
underpinned y the legitimate wealth creation in its financial services sector.
There are th se who argue that the financial services sectors in our region
undermine ec nomic development and wealth creation in developed states, but
we maintain t at the evidence shows that the wealth accumulation facilitated by
the financial s rvice sectors in the region assists in the further development and
economic gro h of the developed world. Our country is committed to fair and
equitable trad in services on a level playing field with established rules, without

ever-changing goal posts.

11. Over th next year, we shall endeavour to bring this matter more clearly
into focus by aIling for, in ,this and other assemblies, the convening of a global
forum on the ressures being applied to small and vulnerable states in ways
which threaten the indepen~ence of these countries and which some argue is an
unlawful interf rence in the internal affairs of a nation state. It is imperative that
any rule-maki g forum on these issues be open to all member states of this
august body. imilarly, all rules emanating therefrom must be equitably applied.

12. And so Mr. President, The Bahamas, as it brings these matters to the
attention of t e world re~eats the obvious. The fight against international
terrorism must be a major: focal point of this Assembly and so should other
matters such as the fight a~ainst HIV/AIDS, the protection of the environment
and the sustain ble development of our fragile ecosystems.

13. The Ba amas is committed to fighting on all of these fronts. It is
especially conc rned about the future of the world's children and young people,
as HIV/AIDS t reatens to undermine decades and centuries of progress in
healthcare in eveloping healthy populations that facilitate economic growth
throughout the orld. The Bahamas is a leader in the fight against HIV/AIDS in
the region. We urge the continued and unrelenting fight against the disease, to
rescue the wor d's developing nations from the clutches of this most recent
scourge. It mu t take all of the political will and financial power of the world's
nations to ensur that the scourge is brought under control and then eliminated.

3



Mr. President,

Mr. President,

Mr. President

4



substances, nor is it the final destination for them. However, as a transhipment
point, The Bahamas is suffering from a plethora of illegal activities associated
with this trade, including the deadly nexus between illicit drugs and the illicit trade
in small arms and light weapons. These weapons, which are illegal in The
Bahamas, are contributing to an increase in violent crime in my country, and they
are undermining the economic and social fabric of our nation. We therefore
welcome the convening of the First Biennial Meeting of States to review
implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate
the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, held in July
of this year. At the same time, we call on developed countries to take the same
extraordinary measures they use in seeking to stop drug trafficking into their
countries, to stop illegal small arms from reaching our shores from their

countries.

Mr. President,

thank you, Mr. President,
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