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Mr. Chairman,

Mr. Chairman,

Mr. Chairman,



2

created the world's first nucl t ar weapon free zone in a densely POPulate ~ region.
We encourage other States ngaged in discussions to create rluclear-we pon-free
zones to continue to move th se processes forward in pursuit of the impo ant goal

of nuclear disarmament and n n-proliferation.

Mr. Chairman,

The elimination of the testing l of nuclear weapons remains a critical eleme t in the
overall process of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. To t is end,
CARICOM states call for a renewed commitment to promoting the entry in o force,
and the implementation of t)oth the letter and the spirit of the Compr hensive

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty [CTr T]. As we are all aware, the entry into forc of the
CTBT has yet to occur, due to the absence of prompt signature and ratificati n of the
CTBT by those states whos ratification is required for its entry into for e. We
applaud the work of the Provisional Technical Secretariat of the Compr hensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organisation [CTBTO] in promoting the entry into force of
the treaty. In our region, we are pleased that Belize is the latest CARICOM state to
have ratified the CTBT, havin~ deposited its instrument of ratification on 2 March,
2004. We also welcome the! conclusion of a cooperation agreE~ment bet en the
CTBTO and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons n Latin
America and the Caribbean [OPANAL], the first of its kind for the (::;TBTO.

Mr. Chairman

CARICOM States are particularly committed to the issue of nucll~ar safety° f To this end, all Members of CARICOM have concluded Safeguards Agreements ith the

International Atomic Energy ~gency [IAEA], and the process of signing A ditional
Protocols has begun in the Region.

However, the most important nuclear safety issue for CARICOM :3tates rem ins the
transboundary movement of radioactive materials. CARICOr'lt1 was pa icularly

.
heartened by the endorsem~nt, by the 2000 Review Conference, of th IAEA
regulations for the safe tran~port of radioactive materials. The tranship ent of
nuclear waste through the (j;aribbean Sea, and the concomitant threat to the
environmental and economic $ustainability of the small island developing s ates of
the region, remains a grave concern to CARICOM. CARIC;OM State have
consistently voiced their concerns in this regard in numerous fora, includ ng the
General Assembly, and in the ongoing Commission for Sustainable Devel pment,
where explicit reference has b~en made to this issue in the Strategy Docu ent of
the Alliance of Small Island Stfltes for the upcoming International Meeting to review
the Implementation of the B~rbados Programme of Action for the Sust inable
Development of Small Island D~veloping States.

In this context, CARICOM welcomed the 2000 Review Conference's explicit
recognition of the concerns i small island developing states and other oastal
states with regard to the tr~ns ortation of radioactive materials by sea, and iewed
this as an acknowledgement f the responsibility of the international comm nity to
protect the marine space of e route coastal states from the risks inheren in the
transport of these materials. e are particularly encouraged by the ongoing efforts
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of the IAEA in this regard, including the adoption of the Code of Practi e on the
International Transboundary Movement of Radioactive Waste, and th annual
resolution adopted by the IAEA General Conference on Measures to S rengthen
International Cooperation in Nuclear, Radiation and Transport Safety a d Waste

Management. We call on all States to fully implement these instruments, including
the call for states shipping radioactive materials to provide assurances to otentially
affected States that their national regulations take into account IAEA ransport
Regulations, and to provide relevant information relating to shipments of such
materials. CARICOM States recognize the need for safety and security r lating to
these shipments and the right of States under Article IV of the NPT to be efit from
the peaceful uses of nuclearl energy. However, we affirm that these consi erations
should not be inimical to the sustainable development of other states.

In addition to the provision lof information regarding the shipment of ra ioactive
materials, CARICOM States continue to call for the establishme t of a
comprehensive regulatory framework to promote state responsibility with r spect to
disclosure, prior informed consent, liability and compensation in the vent of
accidents. While we appreciate the steps undertaken by States to pr ent the
likelihood of accidents, we cannot overstate the damage that would be do e to the
ecosystems of our countries, and the potentially catastrophic impact on our

vulnerable economies should 'an accident occur .

CARICOM States remain ready to engage in constructive dialogue with thef e,evant States in this process, in order to improve our mutual understanding, to build

confidence and to enhance our communication, as we seek to take the n cessary
steps to ensure the sustainability and safety of the small island States of our egion.

Mr. Chairman,

Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation are challenges that remain uniqu to this
period of human history and development. Without real c9mmitm nts to
progressively eliminate nuclear arsenals, and prevent the proliferation of nuclear
technology for non-peaceful purposes, we run the risk of nullifying all of the
commitments that we as MefTlber States have made over the previous de ade for
social, economic and human development. That risk, combined with the co tinuing
menace of nuclear conflagration, is unacceptably high. We must remind o rselves
that there can be no backtracking on commitments, and that we must live u to the
obligations freely undertaken. I For its part, CARICOM remains ready to live p to its

obligations, and calls on all States to do the same.

Thank you


