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Mr. Chairman,

As this is the first time my delegation is addressing the Chair in this Committee, I wish to
take this opportunity to congratulate you and the members of your Bureau on your election.
My delegation is assured that under your capable leadership, our work in this Committee

would be guided to a fruitful end.

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation also wishes to associate itself with the statement delivered by the Kingdom of
Morocco on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, the statement delivered by Mauritius on
behalf of the member states of the Alliance of Small Island States and that delivered by
Belize, on behalf of the Caribbean Community.

Mr. Chairman,

The Bahamas welcomes the Secretary General's Report on Further Implementation of
the outcome of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small
Island States and expresses gratitude for the continued support for Small Island
Developing States throughout the preparatory process of the International Meeting to Review
the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action. Of particular importance to The
Bahamas, is the recognition of the special case accorded to Small Island Developing States
for the environment and development. The Bahamas further commends the attention given
in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation to Small Island Developing States and reiterates
the call for action at all levels, to accelerate national and regional implementation of the
Barbados Programme of Action, particularly with respect to adequate financial resources and

assistance in capacity- building.
Mr. Chairman,

As an island country, The Bahamas depends heavily on its natural environment since it is the
land and sea that sustain us. Tourism, the primary industry for many Small Island
Developing States, thrives because of the natural beauty of the land, the sea and the marine
life in our region. The Bahamas therefore, remains committed to ensuring the sustainability
of that environment for its economic survival and social development. The establishment of
the Sustainable Tourism Unit within the Ministry of Tourism is the driving force behind the
development of a set of sustainable tourism policy guidelines and in conjunction with the
Bahamas Environment Science and Technology Commission, much has been accomplished in
raising the awareness of the importance of a clean and healthy environment for our people
and those visitors who come to our shores.

Mr. Chairman,

Climate change and sea-level rise are matters of serious concern to The Bahamas, with 80
per cent of our land at less than 5 feet above average sea level. It is vital that policies are
developed to lessen these threats and assist with adaptation to climate change. We in The



Bahamas, are acutely aware of the many challenges Small Island Developing States face
within the context of achieving sustainable development. In addition to climate change and
sea level rise, management of our coastal and marine resources, our vulnerability to natural
and environmental disasters, management of waste, biodiversity and bio-safety and the need
for new and renewable sources of energy are among those priority areas that require urgent
attention. In The Bahamas, the sustainable development of our country therefore, remains
of critical importance to the Government, and thus, as a matter of the highest priority, we
continue to take steps to preserve and protect our environment.

Mr. Chairman,

The Bahamas considers the effective implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action
as essential in assisting Small Island Developing States to overcome existing obstacles such
as environmental degradation, managing social and economic vulnerabilities facing our
countries and strengthening our capacity to mitigate the impacts of natural disasters.
Increased attention must also however, be given to new and emerging SocCio-economic issues
such as poverty eradication, HIV/AIDS and crime, including the illicit drug trade and the use
of drugs which impinge on the sustainable development of our region. The Bahamas is
concerned about the threats to its way of life which is underpinned by the legitimate wealth
creation in its financial services sector. Increased marginalization of Small Island Developing
States in the global economic and trading system must be stemmed if Small Island
Developing States are to survive.

Mr. Chairman,

The Bahamas remains an active participant in efforts aimed at promoting regional
sustainability and although much work has been accomplished within our region, there is
need for a well-defined, well-established dedicated regional mechanism for the overall
coordination of the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action. In this regard,
The Bahamas calls upon the United Nations to continue to lend its support to Small Island
Developing States to assist them in their efforts to effectively implement the Barbados
Programme of Action. The Bahamas takes this opportunity to thank the United Nations for
the steps taken to strengthen the SIDS Unit, through the addition of two staff members
including the appointment of a Chief of that Unit. The Bahamas looks forward to enhanced
cooperation from that Office and other related UN bodies for the International Meeting and

beyond.
Mr. Chairman,

The Bahamas is committed to working with all the other Small Istand Developing States and
the other members of this Organization, civil society and all other concerned stakeholders,
including NGOs, to ensure that the Barbados Plan of Action is fully implemented. We
therefore, welcome the convening of the International Meeting to Review the Implementation
of the Barbados Programme of Action, which is to take place next year in Mauritius and call
for further support to Small Island Developing States for their active participation in
International Meeting. The Bahamas wishes to emphasize that concrete commitments to

2



Small Island Developing States through the promotion of partnership arrangements in
strategic areas, between governments, donor countries, private sector and the other major
stakeholders be embraced to ensure a tangible and meaningful outcome to the International
Meeting. In this connection, The Bahamas reaffirms its commitment to the preparatory
process for the International Meeting and is proud to host the Inter-regional Preparatory
Meeting next January in Nassau. It is our hope that this inter-regional meeting at ministerial-
level would concretize the sustainable development programme for all Small Island
Developing States.

In conclusion, The Bahamas calls for renewed global commitment to the particular concerns
of Small Island Developing States, by all Member States, and expects that the outcome of the
International Meeting would take us a step closer to honouring our commitment made 10
years ago to the Barbados Programme of Action on the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States and last year to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.



