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87
th
 Anniversary of the Independent Republic of Azerbaijan  

The day of May 28 is celebrated in Azerbaijan every year since the restoration of 

independence in 1991. On May 28, 1918, the National Council of Azerbaijan adopted a 

Declaration of Independence and a new country was established — the Democratic Republic 

of Azerbaijan.  The international community, including the United States, recognized the 

sovereignty of the new country. Azerbaijan became one of the first nations in the Orient to 

adopt a secular, democratic form of government. The Republic's foreign and domestic policy 

were based on the principles set out in the historic Milli Shura (National Council) 

Declaration, which stated that the Azerbaijan was endeavoring to establish good-neighborly 

relations with all members of the international community, in particular with the neighboring 

states; that it guaranteed within its territories civil and political rights to all citizens regardless 

of their nationality, religion, social status and sex, and to all ethnic groups populating its 

territory; and that it would provide every opportunity for the free development of an 

individual. 

Unfortunately, Azerbaijan’s newfound independence was short-lived.  In 1920, the 11
th
 Red 

Army invaded the country, shut down the Parliament and overthrew its elected officials.  For 

the next 70 years, the citizens of Azerbaijan lived under the Soviet rule.  However, 

Azerbaijanis remained committed to re-establishing their free nation.  

That opportunity came with the dismantling of the Soviet Union in 1991.  At that time, 

Azerbaijan adopted a declaration restoring its independence and by 1995 the country had 

approved a new constitution that guaranteed democracy, full civil rights for its citizens, and 

an economy based on principles of free market.  

Since the mid 1990s, political, economic, and social reforms have been successfully 

implemented in the country; effective steps have been taken to strengthen social security of 

the population. Ties with foreign countries are being strengthened based on principles of 

equality and mutually-beneficial cooperation. Today, having joined influential international 

and regional organizations, Azerbaijan is in pursuit of peace and ever closer integration with 

the world community.  

*  *  *  *  * 
 


