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At the outset, we would like to join the previous speakers and express our appreciation to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees who addressed this Committee for the first time yesterday, for his comprehensive report on the activities carried out by his office in 2005.

The opening remarks by the High Commissioner demonstrated a considerable degree of consistency in further prioritization of the activities and operations of the Agency. We found particularly valuable the intention to strengthen the capacities of the Agency to assist States in responding to emergencies, to continue building strong and effective partnerships and formulate strategies for future activities. We welcome the willingness of the High Commissioner to increase transparency and accountability of his Office, including through establishing a results-based management system with clear objectives and an organization-wide accountability framework. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

The problem of forced displacement is one of the most serious challenges for humanity. Azerbaijan has been facing this tragic phenomenon in its most disastrous form since 1987. The Secretary General’s former Representative on IDPs Mr. Francis Deng has noted in his report that (quote) “Azerbaijan has one of the largest displaced populations in the world: approximately one out of every eight persons in the country is an internally displaced person or a refugee” (end of quote). Unprecedented scale and unfortunate endurance of this problem as well as its heavy burden on the shoulders of our young Government naturally made this issue priority in our agenda.      

Throughout all these years, we have developed strong partnership and cooperation with UNHCR, which has extended its support and assistance to us in coping with the challenges arising from displacement.

The year 2005 was not exceptional and as in previous years, has been full of dynamics in terms of cooperation between Azerbaijan and UNHCR. The visit of former High Commissioner Mr. Ruud Lubbers to Azerbaijan at the end of 2004 was an excellent opportunity to review the ongoing involvement of UNHCR in our country and undoubtedly gave significant boost to the action and result-oriented cooperation that we have enjoyed in the last thirteen years.

The important outcomes of this visit renewed the commitment by the UNHCR to continue its crucial involvement in Azerbaijan, through inter alia, carrying out, in cooperation with the other relevant members of the UN system, the assessment and subsequent targeting of the needs of the most vulnerable parts of the displaced population in Azerbaijan and acting as a catalyst in involving other partners and strengthening coordination on the ground. 

Throughout 2004-2005 the Government of Azerbaijan with the assistance of the international community continued to employ specific measures aimed at improving living standards of the displaced population in our country by implementing some temporary integration initiatives. Particular attention was attached to targeting basic needs of the most vulnerable segments of the displaced population. 

The most recent step in this direction was taken early this year by UNHCR and OCHA to assess the situation on the ground on IDPs and identify ways and means to enhance the support currently provided by UNHCR and other partners to Government’s efforts to find durable solutions for the displaced population. The final report of the mission revealed a number of remaining gaps and contained recommendations to the UN system to continue its support to national efforts in adequately addressing specific needs of displaced population, such as housing conditions and employment as well as to ensure better coordination on the ground. Today, an important task before us is to translate these recommendations into concrete actions with the support of international actors led by UNHCR. 
Mr. Chairperson,
While the number of refugees has significantly decreased as a result of successful repatriation operations in some parts of the world, the total number of internally displaced persons has remained almost unchanged for the last four years. Azerbaijan stated on a number of occasions that the response of the international community to the issue of internal displacement has still left many questions unanswered and “the collaborative approach” chosen to address the needs of IDPs has been accompanied by certain lacunae in coordination and protection. As the High Commissioner rightly noted yesterday, “the inability to address internal displacement has become the single biggest failure in humanitarian action”. 

Needless to say that commitment of the High Commissioner to ensure full engagement of UNHCR as a predictable partner in the new collaborative approach to internal displacement is of particular interest for Azerbaijan. 
In our opinion, the wide experience of the Agency in refugee protection issues might be extremely useful for its involvement in IDP situations bearing in mind that in many cases these people face same suffering and problems as refugees but somehow remain outside the international spotlight. Thus, some initiatives and programmes elaborated by UNHCR with respect to refugees, especially “4Rs” strategy may be also applied in IDP situations.
As for the linkages and gaps between relief and development, on a more general note, I wish to stress that UN as a whole in our view still has to clearly define its role and response to humanitarian situations of transition from the emergency phase to the development one, in particular in the instances of protracted or so-called “frozen” conflicts.

Mr. Chairman,
Azerbaijan attaches importance to further development of the asylum system and national procedures, in close partnership with and involvement of the UNHCR. The UNHCR’s assistance to the capacity building of the Government of Azerbaijan in this field is crucial and we look forward to continued interaction in this field in the months and years to come.

In conclusion, let me reiterate that the Government of Azerbaijan highly values its important relationship with the UNHCR, appreciates the valuable support of the UNHCR both in the field of international protection of refugees and addressing the outstanding problems arising from the ongoing forced displacement situation in the country and is very keen to further strengthen its very important cooperation and interaction with the UNHCR in the future. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

