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Mr. Chairperson,

Since this is the first time that my delegation is taking the floor, I would like on behalf of my delegation to congratulate you upon your election and wish you and the bureau successful outcome of our deliberations. 

We thank the Secretary-General for his reports, in particular those contained in documents A/60/80, A/60/155 and A/60/133 and consider their findings and analysis of progress achieved to be essential input for our discussions.  

Mr. Chairperson, 

The 10-year review of the progress in implementing the commitments made at the World Summit on Social Development acknowledged that progress over the past decade had been largely uneven and that concerted and far-reaching efforts were needed to create a society for all and to reinforce the inclusive vision as called for by the Summit. 

Obviously, persisting poverty fuels inequality and inequity, and thus, represents a serious security threat. It is important to recall the results of the 10-year review which has made clear that poverty existed in both developed and developing countries. Thus, we share the view that the global commitment to eradicate poverty should be on a sustained basis and not just in response to financial emergencies or national calamities. Poverty reduction policies should attack poverty by addressing its root causes, which requires the collective efforts on the part of all relevant stakeholders. Unless the structural causes of this multidimensional challenge are addressed, no significant improvement in social and economic security of population, especially of its disadvantaged and vulnerable groups will be observed.

Azerbaijan is committed to eradication of poverty and has identified this as an overarching goal in its development agenda. Although we are encouraged by implementation perspectives presented in the Millennium Project Report, we highlight a need for assistance complementing the efforts of national leadership, especially in the areas of capacity-building, science and technology, environmental protection. In this regard, we endorse the view expressed in the Secretary-General’s report on progress achieved in the implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development, that efforts should be intensified to help countries achieve social development goals through inter alia the increase of technical and financial resources, as well as the elimination of debt burden, including in low- and middle-income countries in order to allow countries to redirect their resources to social expenditures. 

Azerbaijan fully supports the people-centered approach of the Summit, calling for empowering people to maximize their capacities, resources and opportunities. As we have already declared during the 10-year review of the World Summit for Social Development, this approach has been mainstreamed into our first PRSP and is envisaged in the new 10 year State Program on Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development for the years 2006-2015. The state policy continues to promote measures on strengthening social and economic welfare of population; encouraging stronger private sector; increasing economic opportunities and improving quality of jobs, providing equal access to social protection and social services.

Promotion of social development in rural areas is a central objective of our national development agenda. The State Program on Social and Economic Development of the regions of Azerbaijan for the years 2004-2008 has provided a framework for action in the area of regions’ social development while outlining the key directions. 

This Program sets as a goal to improve living standards of population, to achieve increased employment rates by stimulating local entrepreneurship, based on comparative advantage of each region. 

With regard to our employment strategy, upon the above-mentioned State Program it is envisaged to create 600.000 new working places in 5 year period and so far more than 100.000 working places have already been created. Another important step is the elaboration of the national Employment Strategy, placing an emphasis on specific groups such as youth, people with disabilities and refugees and IDPs. 

We have improved a legal framework, directed to the needs of refugees and IDPs who remain the most vulnerable sector of our population. The Government continues to allocate resources to solve the housing and employment related problems of the displaced population. Yet, high rate of unemployment and poverty, poor living standards arising primarily from their displacement remain a formidable challenge and serious burden for the country with economy in transition. 

Mr. Chairperson,

Azerbaijan attaches particular importance to the policies and programs targeting youth. We welcome the Ten-year Review of the World Program of Action for Youth and are pleased to announce that the youth delegate from Azerbaijan will for the first time address the General Assembly on 6 October during its plenary meeting devoted to the evaluation of progress made in the implementation of WPAY. 

As one of the few countries members of the Youth Employment Network created at the initiative of the Secretary-General, we remain committed to the main objectives of the Network. We welcome further expansion of YEN and endorse the recommendations reflected in Secretary-General’s report contained in document A/60/133 regarding the strengthening of the Network as a peer exchange, support and review mechanism and providing it with necessary resources. Furthermore, the important role of the ILO, World Bank and other partner organizations needs to be underlined, and we are looking forward to their further contribution. 

Recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General on follow-up and celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and beyond deserve particular attention. Bearing in mind the crucial role of the family in the overall development of society, it is important to make every effort to protect and strengthen the family and to promote policies that support the functioning of families. 

In light of this, a catalytic and supportive role of the United Nations in strengthening and enhancing concern for the family at the national, regional and global levels should be once again particularly underlined. We thus fully support the Secretary-General’s recommendations to encourage Governments to support the United Nations Family Trust Fund to enable the Department of Economic and Social Affairs to provide expanded assistance to countries upon their request. We also join the Secretary-General in encouraging the UN programs, funds and specialized agencies to consider how they could integrate a family perspective into their activities and to identify a focal point on family matters within their offices. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairperson, we would like to stress the importance of continued partnership and cooperation with the UN agencies which provide necessary assistance and expertise in formulating and implementing our strategies to implement Copenhagen commitments.

