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Promoting human rights and rule of law has been an integral part of our national development strategy out of the conviction that the full enjoyment of human rights, while a goal in itself, serves as a foundation for sustainable development. In our view, human rights should be at the core of all United Nations activities. Obviously, bearing in mind the fundamental significance of human rights in the work of the United Nations, the proper functioning of the human rights machinery is crucial. We need to increase our ability to deal with human rights challenges and to adequately respond to them, in particular in times of conflict and crises. 
Azerbaijan thus fully shares the importance of strengthening of the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights and providing it with better support both politically and financially so that the Office could increase its efficiency, transparency and financial viability. We support the efforts currently being undertaken by the OHCHR to engage directly and constructively with Member States on human rights issues, including through provision of technical cooperation and advisory services. 
Mr. Chairperson,

The report of the High Commissioner submitted to this session, while outlining major elements of the ongoing human rights machinery reform suggests useful and efficient ways of improving the existing mechanisms. 

We support the reform of the existing 7 treaty bodies. The treaty body system must be streamlined and strengthened, so that the treaty bodies could better carry out their mandates and could function as a strong, unified system. We believe that there is sufficient room for improving their methods of work, in particular those concerning consideration and evaluation of country reports. The proposed harmonized guidelines on reporting could be useful for Member States in suggesting the ways of reducing the burden of preparation of country reports and developing efficient country mechanisms for comprehensive and timely reporting. The OHCHR and relevant UN agencies should provide technical assistance to States in order to translate these ideas into action.  It is important that the reform ensures efficiency, objectivity, transparency and accountability of treaty bodies.

While supporting the idea of transformation of the existing Commission on Human Rights into a new Human Rights Council, we look forward to an increased authority of such a body that will be able not only to reveal the situations of gross violations of human rights but will be capable of effectively and rapidly addressing those. The importance of establishing effective monitoring mechanisms on the implementation of resolutions and decisions of the new body should be particularly emphasized. However, we do not support the practice of “naming and shaming” as an end in itself, as this will only further disrupt the efficiency and effectiveness of the major human rights body. 
Mr. Chairperson,
Since restoring its independence Azerbaijan joined almost all major international human rights instruments. Implementation of our obligations under those documents, as well as of those stemming from the UN Charter, OSCE and the Council of Europe remains a priority. The wide range of specific commitments undertaken by Azerbaijan have created new environment and brought up new tasks of transforming them into concrete actions. In our efforts to fulfill these commitments, we continuously apply expertise of the regional and international organizations, in particular of the Council of Europe. 

Thus, the reforms of the judicial and penitentiary systems are currently underway. Measures have been employed to renew the staff of the courts and prosecutor’s offices, and prison censorship for correspondence between prisoners and their attorneys was abolished in 2004. The new Election Code adopted in 2003 was further amended in 2005 according to the recommendations by OSCE ODIHR and Venice Commission of CoE. The 1999 Penal Code is being periodically revised and amended to duly reflect relevant international commitments undertaken by Azerbaijan.  
In 2005, the first Public TV was established and began its broadcasting. 
Furthermore, the amendments made to the Constitution of Azerbaijan in 2002 granted citizens with the right to appeal to the Constitutional Court which proceeded with consideration of individual complaints in January 2004.
Mr. Chairperson, 

As a multiethnic and multi-confessional State, Azerbaijan is committed to the principles of equality among all its citizens, following the principle “unity is diversity”. Numerous ethnic and religious minorities continue to enjoy all their rights under the law and are protected by the Government. 
Azerbaijan proceeds from the view that promotion and protection of human rights of persons belonging to minorities contribute to the political and social stability of States in which they live. At the same time, rights of minorities cannot be interpreted as permitting any contrary to the fundamental principles of international law, in particular territorial integrity, sovereign equality and political independence as it is set forth in the 1992 Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. 

We appreciate the efforts currently being undertaken by the United Nations in addressing the situation of IDPs. In our view, UN must assume a leadership role in advocating for their protection. Acknowledging the primary responsibility of States to address the issues relating to IDPs, Azerbaijan spares no time and efforts to ensure all basic rights of IDPs by enacting various humanitarian and development programs.
However, Azerbaijan as a recipient of one of the highest numbers of the displaced population in the world, firmly believes that the international community has to take into account scales of displacement countries face, as well as the capacities of the governments to address them. All IDPs which are in need of protection should deserve the attention of the international community irrespective of the fact whether the crisis their displacement is stemming from is ongoing or protracted. 
In conclusion, Mr. Chairperson, we would like to stress the importance of effective coordination between the international organizations at the country level in order to ensure complementarity and to avoid duplication in their activities and ineffective utilization of available resources. 
