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New York, 12 October 2005

Mr. Chairman,

The year 2005 marked 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Azerbaijan joined other Member States in reaffirming these milestone documents and reiterated its strong support and commitment to Beijing and Beijing+5.

The Beijing Platform for Action emphasized that the advancement of women is a critical factor for development, in particular with regards to the eradication of poverty. The Millennium Declaration reaffirmed this approach. It has been recognized that the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women have a direct impact on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration in all areas, including development, security and human rights. In line with this, Azerbaijan has continuously been integrating gender equality and empowerment of women as a cross-cutting issue into its development policy. 
Women’s issues have been incorporated into our first PRSP, and are currently being mainstreamed into the new 10 year State Program on Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development for 2006-2015. Specific policy measures are being identified within each section of the new Programme, such as access to labour market and employment, education, health, social protection and pension reform, as well as poverty monitoring section of policy matrix. 
Furthermore, the process of identifying key gender concerns at national level and measures to address them is underway and is being carried out within the Country Gender Assessment. However, it is important that the gender analysis is conducted in order to determine priorities and appropriate policy interventions. Establishing key indicators for monitoring the achievement of gender policy objectives is also critical. 
One of the main policy measures envisaged under the national development programmes is developing appropriate sex-disaggregated data  in order to explore gender dimensions of poverty. The UNDP and UNFPA have provided support to the State Committee on Women’s Issues and the State Statistical Commission in compiling the statistical handbook on Men and Women in Azerbaijan, which is being published annually since 1999. However, gaps still exist in gender statistics in such areas as women’s political and economic representation, violence against women, school attendance rates, women refugees and IDPs etc.

In February this year a project document on 2005 National Human Development Report on Gender Attitudes was signed by the Government, Embassy of Norway and UNDP. This project aims at broadly addressing gender issues in Azerbaijan through piloting a survey on gender attitudes, the results of which will be reflected in the 2005 National Human Development Report, thereby stimulating public debate and triggering policy action for ensuring greater gender equality in our country. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We thank the Secretariat for providing us with a comprehensive report on improvement of the situation of women in rural areas. The report rightly points to the necessity of addressing the needs of rural women within the context of follow-up to major conferences and summits and calls upon all relevant stakeholders to employ specific measures to promote rural women’s perspectives and their full participation in development processes. Azerbaijan attaches particular importance to the issue and endorses the recommendations contained in the report. 
Mr. Chairman, 

Gender-based violence constitutes a particular problem for all countries and all sectors of the society. Physical, sexual and psychological violence against women and girls occurring in the family, within the community and during the armed conflict violates and impairs the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. Azerbaijan thus fully supports the preparation of an in-depth study of the Secretary-General on all forms of violence against women and considers it to be an important instrument to effectively address the issue.
Among problems pertaining to elimination of gender-based violence, addressing the issue of trafficking in human beings, in particular women and children receives increasing attention at the national level. We have signed and ratified relevant international instruments and adopted National Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in 2004. Among the most recent developments in this area is the adoption of the National Law on Trafficking in Persons in August this year. It envisages the establishment of necessary institutional framework, prosecution of persons responsible for human trafficking, prevention measures, as well as social rehabilitation and protection of victims. We continue to cooperate with IOM, OSCE and relevant UN agencies in this field. 
Mr. Chairman,

Azerbaijan continues to face serious challenges related to the situation of nearly one million refugees and IDPs emerged as a result of the conflict with neighboring Armenia. Needless to say that women refugees and IDPs are particularly vulnerable to the existing risks due to their displacement, economic and social insecurity and psychological trauma. The joint mission of the Executive Boards of WFP, UNDP/UNFPA and UNICEF which visited Azerbaijan in May of this year had an opportunity to get acquainted with deplorable living standards of refugees and IDPs, which was reflected in their report on the field visit. We therefore believe that continued efforts should be made at all levels to ensure that the needs and perspectives of women affected by armed conflict are taken into account by humanitarian and development projects and programmes.
Mr. Chairman,
We welcome the report on the activities of the United Nations Development Fund for Women. Azerbaijan has repeatedly stated its view on UNIFEM’s role as a key international institution to promote gender equality worldwide. We would like to reiterate the importance of strengthening UNIFEM’s technical leadership and organizational effectiveness, upgrading its status with a view to enhance its ability to contribute to the United Nations system, and increasing its resource base.  
My delegation strongly supports the idea of addressing gender concerns within the context of follow-up to all major UN conferences and summits, including the High-Level Plenary Meeting of 2005. We believe that gender perspectives should be mainstreamed into the outcome documents and be fully integrated into the follow-up processes. 
In conclusion, we would like to commend the activities of all relevant entities of UN system for their valuable contribution to the process of the advancement of gender equality agenda within the United Nations and across the world. Azerbaijan is committed to contributing to progress in this field and looks forward to further co-operating with them in future. 
Thank you. 
