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Statement by the delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the Second Committee of the 60th session of the GA on agenda item 54 - Globalization and interdependence
Mr. Chairman,

The delegation of Azerbaijan welcomes an opportunity to share its views on agenda item 54 and would like to thank the Secretary-General for the quality of reports (A/60/232, A/60/205, A/60/184, A/60/157) before the Committee.  

In the context of globalization and interdependence, we fully support a focus placed on institutional dimension and an analysis of challenges associated with institutional development. Sound institutional foundation is an important element for beneficial integration into the world economy and thus, is a key for development. 

The report clearly shows the complexities of this issue, involving consistency and complementarity in actions among partners.  Filling an institutional gap and improving the quality of institutions are serious challenges. At the national level, reform processes require an account of different factors and still run differently in different countries, impacting societies. In this connection, we are convinced that country-specific approach should be an essential component in the process of establishing and adapting institutions.    

In the meantime, we believe that progress in addressing the issue of global institutional gap is required due to its impact on sustainability of institutional reforms at national level. 

Mr. Chairman, Azerbaijan has undertaken serious reforms in the process of transition to the market economy and attaches a great importance to the issue of institutional development and institution-building. 

In Azerbaijan, improvement of the public administration is an integral part of institutional reforms and has been identified as one of the key priorities in the PRSP.  The main goals of public administration reforms are to improve governance, increase financial discipline and transparency; improve the allocation and use of funds; increase the efficiency of programs and services.  Furthermore, the process of reform has led to an improved “e-governance” and increased role of IT in the governance process.

The institutional framework was also improved to increase efficiency between public and private sectors. Just to name a few, a Council of Entrepreneurs, the Investment Promotion and Advisory Fund have been established and regular dialogue of the President as well as other state officials with entrepreneurs has been arranged.     

Judicial and legal reforms remain a key component of institution building process. We recognize a linkage between sound and fair legal institutions, legislative base and progress in addressing the needs of the poor and vulnerable groups of population.    

We also share the concern over the growing social institutional gap. Although we agree that in a larger scale the re-design of policies on social inclusion and integration is required, we would like to highlight that for those policies to be effective, economic capacities of developing countries should be enhanced by an enabling international environment. 

On combating and preventing corruption:

Azerbaijan fully concurs with the view that corruption is the one of major impediments to the economic and social development. Azerbaijan attaches a great importance to international cooperation in this field and thus, has signed and ratified several relevant conventions of the Council of Europe. These are the Convention on Criminal Liability for Corruption, Convention on Civil and Legal Liability for Corruption, Convention on Extradition  and Convention on Laundering. In 2004, Azerbaijan joined the GRECO, Istanbul Anti-Corruption Action Plan of OECD and Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative and signed the UN Convention against Corruption.  

Azerbaijan has taken extensive measures to meet its relevant international obligations through improving the national anti-corruption legislative framework and law enforcement institutions.  The Law on “Combating Corruption” of 2004 is called to identify, prevent and prosecute corruption-related violations, protect social justice, increase transparency and accountability in the public sector. 

Furthermore, the Anti-Corruption Commission under the State Council for Civil Service Management has been established to ensure the enforcement of the Law and implementation of the “State Anti-Corruption Program”. 

 On migration and development:

Mr. Chairman, we attach a great importance to the High-Level Dialogue of GA on Migration and look forward to deliberations on modalities of the event.   

I would also like to extend our compliments to the Global Commission on International Migration for their valuable contribution to the preparatory process and to welcome the increased attention of the UN system, inter alia, UNFPA on the subject concerned. 

In conclusion, I would like to recall the Millennium Declaration and stress the important role of the UN system in ensuring that globalization becomes a positive force for the people of the world. 
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