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Mr. Chairman, 
The delegation of Azerbaijan welcomes the opportunity to exchange views on international cooperation in delivery of special economic assistance and the role of the United Nations in this field. We would like to thank the Secretary-General for his report (A/60/302) as well as the representatives of OCHA and UNDP for their input.

Mr. Chairman,  

Azerbaijan attaches a great importance to strengthening the role of UN in the field of humanitarian assistance and rehabilitation. In this regard, we are supportive to the call to increase attention and assistance of the UN system and as a whole of international community to Djibouti, Somalia, Rwanda, Ethiopia and Timor-Leste.

In particular, we would like to dwell on the situation in the Semipalatinsk region of Kazakhstan. The report presents an overview the findings of which deserve serious attention. We are concerned over its main conclusion that despite the efforts of the Government of Kazakhstan and the international community, the progress has not been enough to mitigate the suffering caused by years of nuclear testing. 
High morbidity and mortality rates, environmental degradation, economic problems in the region continue to present serious challenges to and burden on the people and Government of Kazakhstan. Obviously, the consequences of this deeply rooted problem are of long-term and multidimensional nature and negatively impact development of Kazakhstan and its capacity to achieve MDGs. 
We hail the commitment of the Government of Kazakhstan to overcome this problem and its efforts to strengthen institutional framework, increase financial support, better coordinate rehabilitation activities for assistance to Semipalatinsk. Nevertheless, one should acknowledge that capacities of Kazakhstan with its economy in transition and landlockedness are limited and therefore, continued international assistance is required. 

We are convinced that economic growth registered in the country should not divert the attention of the international community from this severe problem and lead to neglected humanitarian situation. Burden sharing is essential for complimenting the rehabilitation efforts as well as for providing moral support to the people of Kazakhstan. 

A new national programme on the Complex solution of the former Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site Problems for 2005-2007  is an important opportunity to strengthen cooperation and to implement  unfulfilled pledges since the Tokyo Conference of 1999. Sharing information and best practices in the area of medical rehabilitation, radiological security, scientific and technical diversification could be a valuable contribution to the implementation of the Programme. 
Azerbaijan believes that regional cooperation is a crucial component of implementation process, including in the area of addressing environmental degradation. The United Nations, including its funds, programmes and regional commissions should play a key role in mobilizing support, enhancing lesson and expertise sharing and finally, in increasing awareness of severity of the problem. 
In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to inform the Committee that Azerbaijan is one of the co-sponsors of draft resolution to be presented under the agenda item. 
