[image: image1.png]



MISSION OF AZERBAIJAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS
                                                                                      866  United  Nations  Plaza, Suite  560
                                                                                 New York, N.Y.  10017
                                                                                            __________
10 November 2005    





                   Check against delivery

Statement by Ambassador Yashar Aliyev, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the Second Committee of the 60th session of the General Assembly on agenda item 55 (b)
Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of Georgia, Turkey and my own country, Azerbaijan, on agenda item 55 (b), entitled “Specific actions related to the particular needs and problems of landlocked developing countries: outcome of the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation”.
Mr. Chairman, 

Our countries are committed to the development of an efficient transit transport system in the region. Transregional infrastructure remains our top priority for medium- and long-term cooperation perspectives. We wish to inform the Committee of our efforts towards the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action.
We emphasize the importance of the establishment of the regional transport network for close cooperation in the field of trade-economic relations aimed at ensuring sustainable development and security within the South Caucasus region, as well as Eurasia as a whole.
We have proceeded from mutual interest in the development of the Europe-Caucasus-Asia transport corridor for the improvement of the transport infrastructure within the Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia on the basis of the revival of the historic silk route.
On 25 May 2005, Presidents of Georgia, Turkey and Azerbaijan signed a joint declaration on the “Kars-Akhalkalaki-Tbilisi-Baku new railroad connection” project. The declaration mentions that “the new railway connection project being implemented in the context of the European neighbourhood policy is the key link of the East-West energy transport corridor and, along with the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the South Caucasian Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, will promote the economic growth, stability and welfare increase in the region”.
For the time being, certain engineering and technical works on the Kars-Akhalkalaki section of the project are expected to be finalized by the end of 2005. Following the completion of the working draft, the construction of the railroad connection will begin by mid-2006.

Thus, the connection of the railroads of Turkey and Georgia as well as the construction of the railway tunnel under the Bosporus Strait will ensure an unimpeded movement of carriages from Europe to all countries of the region and vice-versa.

The project has a key role to play in the process of integration with the trans-European railway network. Environmentally sound and economically viable, this project is being developed at a time of rapidly growing international trade and rising transport flows by States of the region that are willing to find an operational transport network capable to meet these needs.
Mr. Chairman,

The efforts by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe towards the realization of the project so far are valuable and highly commendable. As a next crucial step, the incorporation of all sections of the Kars-Akhalkalaki-Tbilisi-Baku railway connection into the trans-European railway network master plan is expected.
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey strongly believe that the participation of regional and international institutions and structures, other countries and investors interested in its promotion and financing is of paramount importance and would serve mutual benefit.
Thank you.
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