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Statement by Ambassador Yashar Aliyev, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the 60th session of the General Assembly on agenda item 73 - Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including special economic assistance

Mr. President,

Recent humanitarian crises have demonstrated overall capability of the humanitarian community to launch massive response, when called upon. However, it is quite obvious that the quality of such a response needs further improvements: humanitarian response does not always meet the basic needs of affected populations in a timely way, it varies considerably from crisis to crisis and current capacity levels are not always sufficient to meet the demands of major emergencies occurring at the same time. While some of the factors affecting response are specific to individual crises, some of the key challenges seem to be systematic in nature. 

Thus, the Humanitarian Response Review has highlighted a number of well-known long-standing gaps that the international humanitarian system failed to address so far, in particular the low level of preparedness of the humanitarian organizations, in terms of human resources and sectoral capacities. Furthermore, the way humanitarian crises are funded affects the system’s ability to respond promptly, effectively and in a principled and impartial manner. 

Azerbaijan therefore supports the efforts to reform the existing humanitarian response system. We fully share the view that predictable humanitarian funding is one of the key elements of the reform package. In this context, the idea of upgrading current Central Emergency Revolving Fund through the addition of a grant element is of particular importance for ensuring timely and effective response both in cases of newly emerging as well as underfunded and protracted crises. 

With regard to the latter, it needs to be underlined that even the overall increase in global humanitarian funding has not ensured an equitable humanitarian response across the globe, and funding continues to be concentrated on high-profile crises that enjoy significant political and media attention. In this regard, the idea of allocating 1/3 of the upgraded CERF’s grant facilities for underfunded emergencies needs to be commended. We believe however, that clear and objective eligibility criteria based on needs assessment has to be elaborated in order to ensure equitable and balanced funding of these emergencies. The disbursements of the Fund should take into account the existing imbalance in spending among regions as well as among sectors.

Mr. President,

As far as the humanitarian coordination is concerned, the effective coordination of humanitarian response at the field level is of paramount importance. In our view, close cooperation and effective coordination among all stakeholders is crucial for ensuring the efficiency of the UN system-wide capacity and of short and medium term relief efforts. In this regard, strengthening support to and capacities of the resident/humanitarian coordinators and UN country teams is critical. 

It is clear that national ownership in design, implementation and coordination of programs in both post-disaster and post-conflict situations is essential to ensure the desired impact of those programs and their sustainability. However, there is a need for an efficient burden sharing between national authorities and international humanitarian and development actors, in particular in protracted humanitarian situations with mass displacement and limited national capacities to tackle all existing problems. 

A better coordination by UN of the international efforts on the ground is needed in order to avoid unnecessary duplication and to increase the efficiency of the overall activity in the above-mentioned situations. Humanitarian assistance and funding should not be limited to providing immediate response to crisis, but must take into account long term needs in transition phase. Capacity gaps of the UN coordination mechanisms in the transition space have to be adequately addressed to ensure efficient response to transition needs. Furthermore, effective planning of the activity in post-disaster and post-conflict transitions has to be improved. Regular monitoring and assessment of needs could contribute to the consistent planning of the work by various stakeholders.  

Mr. President,

We cannot but note with concern the situation with IDPs, the number of which has increased all over the world. Despite a considerable international response an alarmingly high number of IDPs do not receive sufficient protection and assistance and there is a strong need for concerted action by international community. Undoubtedly, protecting and assisting IDPs is particularly important to stabilizing affected countries, restoring economic and social life and paving ways to development.

The situation of internally displaced persons is the area in which UN agencies have to strengthen cooperation and revitalize their collaborative action in order to address the existing gaps in the international response to the issue. Different components of the United Nations should promptly agree on and implement mechanisms that will establish a comprehensive and clear division of responsibilities for systemwide action. In this regard, we welcome the fact that the UN system has begun to pay due attention to the problem of internal displacement through reflecting on the matter of strengthening further inter-agency response to the needs and protection associated challenges of IDPs. 

Mr. President,

Now I would like to turn to sub-item (e), “Strengthening of international cooperation and coordination efforts to study, mitigate and minimize the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster”. 

Azerbaijan attaches great importance to these deliberations. In this connection, we commend the Secretary-General for his report (A/60/443) as well as express our appreciation to the Governments of Belarus, Russian Federation and Ukraine for their valuable input. The report provides a useful overview on the current situation and an impact analysis of activities towards long-term development of the Chernobyl-affected areas. 

In the year which marks a lead-up to the twentieth anniversary, the observation that the region has not recovered the livelihoods lost, disaster ramifications still represent a serious challenge to economic, social and environmental development of the most affected countries causes particular concern. Apparently, the maturity of the problem should be viewed as an imperative to reinforce international efforts to overcome the consequences, but on no account as an “old” or “forgotten” problem. 

Efficient post-disaster recovery and development requires targeted assistance of international community and synergies among the stakeholders. Thus, we note with satisfaction that the comprehensive framework actions put in place in the most affected countries have been complimented and coordinated both at the governmental and system-wide levels.  

We welcome a positive change in a system-wide response for Chernobyl recovery efforts and look forward to further coherent and effective engagement of the UN system organizations, bearing in mind their mandates and comparative advantages. Azerbaijan also values the role of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG) in coordinating these efforts and further maintaining the shift to long-term development approach. 

We also hail the work of IAEA both as the lead organizer of the Chernobyl Forum and as a purveyor of technical cooperation programmes on reducing the radiological impact of the accident and addressing its human dimension. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, let me emphasize that Azerbaijan believes that the current review will give a new impetus to reinforce international cooperation in the area of economic development, scientific research on the environmental and health consequences of the disaster and will increase the efficiency of preparations for the commemorative year 2006.       

Azerbaijan as a co-sponsor of the important draft resolutions presented under this agenda item, namely L.18, L.19 and L.20 expresses its hope that through the implementation of these resolutions we would succeed in addressing our concerns with regards to the strengthening of mechanisms to prevent, mitigate and respond to the humanitarian emergencies worldwide. 

Thank you.
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