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Mr. Chairman,


I have the honor to speak today on behalf of the GUAM States namely Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. First of all, let me thank the Secretariat for the substantive and useful reports submitted under this agenda item. 

The last month’s World Summit made real progress across a broad sustainable development agenda and opened doors to further action in this area. Our political leaders have reconfirmed that sustainable development is a key element of the overarching framework for achieving Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals. Most importantly, we have concluded that it is only through collective action sustainable development can be achieved. GUAM States particularly welcome Summit’s agreements on a number of sustainable development issues – water and sanitation, climate change, biodiversity, transfer of technology and capacity-building at all levels. 


GUAM States are determined to implement what has been agreed at the Summit on sustainable development and to work further to bridge the existing differences. We see the work of the Second Committee of this GA session as an important opportunity to set a stage for pushing forward the implementation process.   

Mr. Chairman,

The Summit clearly reaffirmed that countries bear the primary responsibility for their own development, and that sound economic, social and environmental policies, good governance are key to achieving sustainable development. 

For our part, all GUAM countries have adopted national programmes and strategies to build on the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and Agenda 21. They aim to ensure an integrated and coordinated approach to the national policy formulation based on the sustainable development perspective. Their objectives include poverty eradication, improving consumption and production patterns, protection and sustainable use of natural resources, and capacity building.

Mr. Chairman,


On the issue of environment, GUAM States recognize a need for more efficient environmental activities. The primary objective of this process should be more coherent and coordinated and integrated environmental institutional framework. In this regard, of no less importance is strengthening of other parts of the existing mechanism, particularly the Global Environmental Facility and the Commission on Sustainable Development. 
We commend measures undertaken by the United Nations Chiefs Executives Board for Coordination in coordinating system-wide activities in sustainable development and encourage further efforts in this regard. 


GUAM States welcome the entry into force of the Kyoto protocol and are committed to working with other international partners towards its full implementation in a spirit of cooperation. We look forward to 11th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the First Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, which are crucial for our work in this area in the years ahead. We also see merit in developing a more inclusive and participatory international framework for climate change beyond 2012, building on experience and lessons learnt and taking into account the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. 

The GUAM States welcome UN Millennium Review Summit’s commitment to address in a more concerted manner the causes of land degradation and desertification and to provide adequate resource mobilization for this effort. In this regard, we would like to stress the importance of strengthening implementation of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. We also support joint implementation of UNCCD and UNFCCC that would bring more synergy in tackling climate change and land degradation. We look forward to the International Year of Deserts and Desertification as an important occasion to advance our work on these issues and to inspire all stakeholders to get more involved. 

Mr. Chairman,

The Tsunami in the Indian Ocean and other disasters made it clear that nature can have devastating effects, involving huge human and material losses, and proved the importance of international cooperation on reducing vulnerability and building resilience to hazards. 

The GUAM States welcome the adoption of the Hyogo Framework for Action and consider it to be a milestone agreement, setting a comprehensive disaster reduction agenda and strategic directions for the implementation process. We support the view that disaster risk reduction considerations should be an essential part of development strategies and relevant initiatives should be built on the development needs and initiatives generated at the local level. Furthermore, we concur with the view of the Task Force that investment in disaster risk reduction enhances sustainable development and enables humanitarian assistance capacity to be applied more effectively. 

In terms of implementation, we are convinced that the increased focus on capacity building and knowledge sharing in design of disaster risk reduction measures will underpin the creation of a culture of safety and prevention. In terms of follow-up, GUAM States value the on-going efforts towards strengthening organization-wide coordination initiatives. We attach paramount importance to the leadership of the UN system in support of the Hyogo Framework and look forward to the results of the UNDG work towards strengthening UN country teams in developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

GUAM States share the view that development and increased use of new and renewable sources of energy can offer manifold benefits for sustainable development and contribute to the achievement of MDGs. Thus, we are pleased with greater policy support to the renewable energy development and its expansion in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. On our part; we are determined to continue this policy at national and sub-regional levels and support the increase of its share in the total energy-supply mix. 

However, we are of the view that a major advancement in the renewable energy development cannot be achieved unless international research efforts for greater application of renewable energy technologies are intensified. Addressing institutional capacity gaps and development of human capacity through awareness raising, education and knowledge transfer should remain an essential component of international cooperation. We also believe that access to technologies and financing can significantly enhance our capacities in the field and highlight a need for further contribution of GEF and IFIs, including the World Bank Group in support of efforts of countries with economies in transition to accelerate renewable and energy efficiency projects.

Finally, I would like to underscore the importance of the outcomes of the 13th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development on policy actions on water, sanitation and human settlements. We look forward to the review year under the current cycle and hope that CSD-14 and 15 will succeed in expediting energy, sustainable industrial development and climate change objectives of JPOI in a balanced manner. We are committed to working with all partners towards result-oriented outcome.   

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

