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Mr. President, 
The delegation of Azerbaijan is pleased to participate in the joint debate on agenda item 66, sub-items (a) and (b), and to share its views on the issues related to the promotion of development and peace in Africa. 

The third consolidated report of the SG provides useful analysis of progress and constraints encountered within the reporting period. In this regard, we would like to commend the work of the SG Advisory Panel on International Support for NEPAD, the conclusion of which is crystal clear: “NEPAD cannot succeed without significant increase in support from the international community”.

We note with satisfaction that an unprecedented increase in international attention and response in support of Africa has been observed. Accordingly, we praise the efforts of the African countries themselves and advance made in the area of good governance, macroeconomic stability, and gender equality. 
In the implementation of NEPAD, the positive shift has been witnessed almost in all agreed priority areas. Nevertheless, the areas of infrastructure development, as well as health and education sectors continue to require serious attention. In our view, regional and sub-regional cooperative arrangements could enhance the development of energy corridors, efficient transit transport system and increase regional trade turnover.  

In the meantime, we are convinced that support to social sector, in particular health and education, should be one of the essential components of overall international assistance framework to the NEPAD economic agenda. Azerbaijan believes that the South-South cooperation potential, in particular through training of health professionals and knowledge exchange programmes, can address the existing challenges in the area of health delivery and management. 
With regard to international response, we welcome and support prioritizing needs of Africa on international development agenda and reaffirmation of our commitments in the 2005 World Summit Outcome. Furthermore, we hail recent and tangible initiatives in the area of aid and debt relief. We also consider the forthcoming WTO Ministerial Meeting as a crucial opportunity to enable LDCs to benefit from trade and market access and thus, to strengthen the resource generating capacity for achieving MDGs. 
Mr. President,
We have studied with great attention the SG report contained in A/60/182. It presents useful overview of conflict trends in Africa as well as analysis of efficiency of international cooperation in the area of conflict prevention and resolution, PKO, reconstruction and rehabilitation.  
Although the number of countries in a state of armed conflict and civil strife is reduced throughout the continent, evidently, we should not be complacent with what have been achieved so far. Economic and social threats on the one hand, and internal conflicts on the other, continue to jeopardize dialogues towards the consolidation of peace. We are convinced that the international community, with the UN taking a lead role, should address these threats in a timely, coherent and comprehensive manner. 

It is worth mentioning the strengthening of African Union’s peacebuilding and peacekeeping capacities. We support the recommendation of the SG that “it is vital for the international community to provide necessary financial support to develop African Union peacekeeping capacity and to establish the African Standby Force”.  
With regard to peacebuilding and reconstruction, we believe that disarmament and reintegration of refugees remain one of the key components of post-conflict activities.
Mr. President, 

Azerbaijan, being a conflict affected country and country with economy in transition, has limited financial resources to channel to the NEPAD implementation. However, we stand ready to provide our institutional and human capacities for the benefit of NEPAD. As an oil-producing and exporting country, Azerbaijan holds strong comparative advantage in educating petroleum engineers, workers and researchers. For decades, many young and ambitious men and women from fraternal African countries have received their higher education in our Oil Academy as well as in other educational institutions. We are proud that today many of them occupy important positions in their respective Governments and the private sector across Africa and contribute to their national development. 

Azerbaijan is ready to provide its assistance in educating and training of young African professionals. We believe that continuation of this partnership would be a good contribution to building African human capacity and ensure sustainable and rational management of natural resources throughout the entire African continent. 
� EMBED MSDraw.1.01  ���








[image: image2.png]


_975840068

