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Mr. Chairperson, 
At the outset my delegation would like to thank Secretariat for the reports provided under this agenda item, in particular the report on follow-up to the special session of the General Assembly on children. The report draws our attention to the positive trends in follow-up processes and notes that at least 172 countries have either taken or foresee taking actions to put the goals of “A world fit for children” into operation. We are pleased to note that the report reflects a progress made in follow-up process by the region of Central and Eastern Europe and CIS. 

Azerbaijan has been actively involved in regional discussions on children’s rights. We participated in the second Intergovernmental Conference on Children in Europe and Central Asia held in Sarajevo in May 2004, as well as in consultations for the United Nations study on violence against children which took place in Ljubljana, Slovenia earlier this year. The Sarajevo conference while focusing on protection issues has further stimulated national review and planning on children’s rights. 

The report notes the importance of strengthening the monitoring mechanisms for achieving the goals of the special session. In this regard, Azerbaijan is currently in the process of adopting the DevInfo database system for compiling and presenting child-related data and data on MDGs, and we thank UNICEF for assisting us in this issue.  

Azerbaijan among other nearly 90 countries will be also engaged in Demographic and Health Surveys which will provide a source of data for reporting to the commemorative plenary meeting of the General Assembly in 2007 on the special session on children. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

Azerbaijan firmly believes that the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two Optional Protocols along with other relevant international instruments should constitute the standard in the promotion and protection of the rights of children worldwide, and we welcome the fact that the total number of states that have ratified or acceded to the CRC has reached 192. We also commend the growing number of states ratified the two Optional Protocols. 
Azerbaijan in its turn has signed and ratified both the CRC and its Optional Protocols, and has submitted combined second and third periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The Government has also extended the invitation to the Chairperson of the Committee, Mr. Jacob Egbert Doek to visit Azerbaijan in early 2006. 
Continuous efforts are being made in mainstreaming child’s rights into school curricula. In cooperation with OSCE we are planning to launch a new pilot project on human rights education based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child for children of 10-12 years old, which will initially cover 600 schoolchildren.   
Mr. Chairperson, 
Azerbaijan committed itself to reducing infant and child mortality by half by 2015. Meanwhile, the issue remains a concern for our country. According to UNICEF, infant and child mortality rates in Azerbaijan are significantly higher in rural areas, as well as in areas of temporary settlement of refugees and IDPs, where infant mortality rates are almost 50% higher. We highly commend UNICEF for its activities to support national efforts in reducing infant and child mortality and encourage the Fund to continue its important work towards this end. 
Another area of concern for the Government is the situation of children living without parental care. We continue to employ measures with regards to deinstitutionalization and returning children back to their families. A new State Programme on Deinstitutionalization and Alternative Care for the years 2006-2015 has been elaborated and is currently in the process of adoption. 
Mr. Chairperson, 
As it is stated in the UNICEF’s report on the State of the World’s Children 2005, armed conflicts remain one of the major threats undermining the protection and promotion of children’s rights. Not only do they threaten well-being and development of children, but they also generate poverty, violence and stigmatization. Lasting and just resolution of conflicts on the basis of norms and principles of international law remains a key factor to protect the rights of children. 
All children affected by armed conflicts should be given particular attention by the international community irrespective of the fact whether the given conflict is ongoing or frozen and protracted. The international community should redirect its efforts from elaborating the standards to ensuring their application on the ground. The words and standards must be translated into concrete action and effective cooperation at all levels. 

In Azerbaijan, the situation of children affected by the armed conflict, remains challenging. As it was reported by the joint mission of the Executive Boards of WFP, UNDP/UNFPA and UNICEF which visited Azerbaijan earlier this year, a large number of internal displacements remain a major challenge for the country. The mission acknowledged considerable efforts of the Government in improving living standards of refugees and IDPs, stressing however that there is a need for the continued international assistance.
Having said that, we commend the efforts of the former Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict Mr. Olara Otunnu, as well as of the Interim SRSG, Ms. Karin Sham Poo aimed at addressing the plight of the war-affected children at all levels, and in particular their role in endorsing the ’era of application’ campaign, which became a specific priority of the advocacy agenda of the Office of the Special Representative.
We welcome continuous attention attached to this key issue by the Security Council, in particular its recent resolution 1612, which approved the establishment of a comprehensive monitoring and reporting mechanism to ensure the protection of children exposed to armed conflict. 
In conclusion, Mr. Chairperson, we would like to express our deep appreciation to the UNICEF team in Azerbaijan led by Ms. Hanaa Zinger for its dedicated and tireless work to support our efforts towards realizing the rights of children and achieving the goals of “A World Fit for Children”. Azerbaijan remains committed to the implementation of these goals and will continue to strengthen and enhance its contribution towards this end. 
