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ROR by Azerbaijan
 at the General Debate of the 60th Session of the General Assembly 

23 September 2005
Thank you, Mr. President

I am taking the floor to respond to the Armenian representative’s misstatement in reply to the statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan on 18 September 2005.
Contrary to the Armenian representative’s presentation or rather misrepresentation, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan did not refer to the territories surrounding the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, but to the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan has never resorted to military aggression. Having failed to achieve its political goal aimed at the secession of Nagorno-Karabakh from Azerbaijan, it was Armenia that started expulsion of Azerbaijanis from Armenia, resorted subsequently to military aggression to acquire forcefully the territory of the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan and to ethnic cleansing in the occupied Azerbaijani territories. The culmination of these acts of savagery was Khojaly massacre the outcome of which was the brutal slaughter of about 700 innocent civilians. 

Along with the Security Council, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in its resolution adopted this January established the fact of the Armenian occupation of the territories of Azerbaijan (A/59/689-S/2005/64).      
These resolutions unequivocally reconfirmed the Nagorno-Karabakh region as the integral part of Azerbaijan, decisively called for respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and its internationally recognized borders, and underlined inadmissibility of the use of force for the acquisition of territory and resolutely demanded an immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all occupying forces from all occupied areas of Azerbaijan and establishment of conditions for safe return of displaced people to the places of their permanent residence. 
As for the OSCE Fact-Finding Mission dispatched to the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, the report of which the Armenian representative also misinterprets, this mission became feasible due to the General Assembly’s just and fare approach to the grave concern expressed by Azerbaijan. The Fact-Finding Mission confirmed the facts of the Armenian settlement of the occupied territories of Azerbaijan the original population of which had been completely expelled. 
In their conclusions and recommendations, the Co-chairmen of the OSCE Minsk Group have requested that any further settlement of the occupied territories of Azerbaijan should be discouraged and urged to avoid changes in the demographic structure of the region, which would make difficult any further efforts to achieve a negotiated settlement of the conflict in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan (A/59/747-S/2005/187).

It is the good will of Azerbaijan to suggest the using of the so-called Lachin corridor as “Road of Peace” by both sides in both directions. Rejection of the “Road of Peace” is another proof of the Armenian destructive position.

However, Azerbaijan still hopes that the Armenian side will not loose this chance to advance the negotiation process with the assistance of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmen in accordance with the key understandings reached within the Prague process. 

