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Mr. President,

First of all we thank you for organizing this debate on the working methods of Security Council subsidiary bodies, addressed at improving transparency and efficiency in the work of these organs, in particular the Sanctions Committees.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We wish to express our support to the draft Note by the President on the Work of the Subsidiary Organs of the Security Council, and to the pertinent suggestions contained therein, regarding improvements on transparency, on selecting and preparing the committee’s chairpersons, on interaction and coordination between the subsidiary organs and the Council itself, and on the need of a mechanism to oversee the implementation of the proposals put forward in the draft Note.

Considering that the UN Security Council makes extensive use of sanctions regimes, in its attempts to restrict,  impose a  change in  behavior or deter  certain states, individuals and entities regarded as  threats to  international peace and security, the Sanctions Committees play, and will  continue  playing, a substantive role as a strong political tool  of the Security Council.
This implies the permanent need to improve them, namely the decision making process, the adoption of the sanctions, their imposition, and enforcement and lifting.  

Mr. President,

Transparency and outreach are identified in the draft Note as key issues to be carefully addressed by the UN Security Council. 

It is currently perceived, by the elected members and by the wider UN membership that transparency is closely linked to the legitimacy of imposing   sanctions, due to its extreme political sensitiveness. 

Thus, transparency is crucial at all stages of a process leading to the imposition of sanctions, starting from its  design,  passing through the  drafting of  ensuing decisions, its enforcement by the international community, and finally the assessment of its effect and compliance. 

The compliance by the international community requires that information be provided to member states, which must reciprocate, implying to raise the understanding on the essence of the sanctions regimes, its objectives and the requirements for its implementation.

The draft Note suggests substantial changes in the way the sanctions committees operate, curtailing the perception, even among elected members of the Security Council, and the wider UN membership, that much of the committees work is carried out without the full knowledge of all Council members, even though the committees are nominally chaired by elected members.
 
The holding of more frequent, open interactive briefings by the chairpersons of sanctions committees, with non Council members, as well as with countries under or affected by  sanctions regimes is therefore strongly encouraged.

Mr. President,

Still on the topic of implementing changes in the sanctions committees, it is of relevance the process of selection and preparation of the chairpersons before assuming their duties. 

While the Security Council agreed that the appointment for the subsidiary body chairs should be “balanced, transparent, efficient and inclusive”, in practice not much has changed, and elected members are consulted informally and separately, being appointed with a notice too short for an adequate preparation for the duty. 
 
As such, we are of the view that the Chairpersons of the subsidiary organs should be appointed no less than three months before commencing their respective chairmanship, allowing a prior attendance of meetings of the subsidiary organs concerned.

To conclude, Mr. President, we wish to reiterate our support to the Draft Note that has been presented to us by the Venezuelan Presidency. The proposals contained therein may surely improve cooperation between Council members and the sanctions committees, a relevant   political tool of the Security Council and of the international community, to force States, entities or individuals to respect international law and abide by the Security Council decisions. 

In times of great threats and challenges, the UN Security Council, more than ever, needs to maintain a clear stand by not allowing that political differences or particular interests undermine the sanctions regime. As such, it must ensure that divisions among Council members will not have a negative impact on the committee’s ability to fulfill their mandates.

Thank you.
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